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Tow Cuneiform Letters

from Babylon Ancient Age

Dr. Saad Sallman Fahad

Abstract

he ancient Iraq civilization
Tprovidedavarious aspectsof
a culture grouth, since its inception
and through historical stages, the
civilization of Mesopotamia was a
variety because of diversity of daily
life and reflected the variety case to
the inhabitants of Mesopotamia.

The cuneiform texts played abig
role to clarify and provide diverse
and numerous information about
the civilization of Mesopotamia
especially in the field of literature,
art, law, economic etc.

The large numbers of cuneiform
texts located in the Iraqi museum
which the researchers have studied
it and the much of it is still not
studied. This texts came from the
archaeological excavations or by
confiscating.

The importance of information
which cuneiform texts is contained
let the researcher (i.e. me) to
choose tow cuneiform texts which
1s known by researchers as a letters.
The importance of this type of texts
being in the difference between
one letter to other, therefore its
information be varied and various.

The both letters which choose
in this search sent to one person
called (awil-ningal), the first deal
with legal issues and the second
deal with economic issues.
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The Role of Plastic Art (Drawing & Sculpturing)

to concert some faces of ancient man’s life

Lect. Shakiba al-Sharifia
Lect. Mahmoud Abd al-Rahman

Abstract

ine Art of Drawing and

Sculpture important roles
in human life since ancient times
to today, which is no doubt part
of the culture and daily practices.
The important communication
elements as it is part of the
environment in which man
lives an intellectual activity and
the idea of it the essence of the
artwork can be achieved directly
self-road as it does artists and
by virtue of the accumulation
in the minds of the process
over time information they can
communicate their ideas to others
in any way find him appropriate
at that moment, or any period
of time, and depending on the
circumstances and possibilities,
needs and needs-based, and
to have the capacity to blow
the potential to achieve their
messages. Including respect of

certain aspects of the old man’s
life and which was suffering from
the rigors of the environment
and the environment in which
harboring conflicts bitter
Sometimes they have with the
animal and sometimes with
Nature and the other with his
fellow man, appeared in this
study, the possibility of the
embodiment of those aspects
of the old man’s life through
the leading role of Fine Arts of
mediated by two branches of
its subsidiaries (painting and
sculpture) in particular.
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The Weights and Medical weights from Aqr
Abatheen Al- Antree Book (580H.D.-1184AD)

A study and Investigation

Dr. Muhammad Hassan Suhail
Dr. Abd al-Nasir A. Ismail

Abstract

he weights and quantities
important cultural role
because of its direct relevance
to the lives of people in the
different communities needed
her need in their daily integration
in various fields, especially
medical ones, as the science of
medicine and pharmacology at
the first inception was essentially
depends on medicinal plants that
have been developed to recipes
thanks to medical progress of
chemistry at the hands of the
Arab Muslim scholars who
have undertaken the task of
literature produced in the science
of medicine, pharmacy and
scientific experiments.
This medicinal herb boo’s
included in the treatment

of diseases, and the need in
therapeutic  prescription  and
asylum inevitably lead to
knowledge of weights and
measures to know the real
quantity of medicinal herbs used.

One of these books, the book
(al-Awzan wa al-Akaeel al-
Tabeih min kitab Ekrabazen al-
Antary) deceased a year (580
A.H.) which we studied and the
achievement of this manuscript.
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Disputation against the tendency of Shiism in

al- Hameedi Iraq ....a Study in Anti Ottoman

Propaganda

Saleem Dreengel,

Translated by: Dr. Nahar Muhammad Noori

Abstract

his is a translation of “The

struggle against Shiism in
Hamidian Iraq in Ottoman counter-
propaganda”. This research discusses
the struggle against the Shiite trend
in Ottoman Iraq, and includes the
Ottoman- Iranian rivalry for control
the Shiite cities centers during the
nineteenth century. The research
includes original and qualitative
sources; not only limited as books,
academic researches, periodicals and
magazines, but also documentary
ones, including documents of Ottoman
archives and many manuscripts.

A major frontier zone between
Sunni Ottoman influence and Safavi/
Qajar Shiism was Iraq. Traditionally
the crucible of Twelver Shiism from the
ninth century onwards, it was from Iraq
that Shah Ismail Safavi invited major
Shiite ulema after he made Twelver
Shiism the official state religion of
Iran in 1501. With the increasing
predominance of Twelver Shiism in
Iran from the 16th century onwards
and the securing of Ottoman control
over major Shii centers of learning
such as Bagdad, Najaf, Kerbela
and Kazimiye, the Ottoman-Iranian
political struggle came to be couched

in religious terms. Throughout the
late 1890>s and early 1900>s we find
repeated references in the Ottoman
archival documentation to the spread
of Shiism in Iraq. The emphasis on
the importance of the danger posed by
this development indicated that just
as Abdulhamid II was attempting to
revitalize the credibility of his claim
to supreme religious leadership in his
dominions, he perceived a threat to
the very basis of his rule. His officials
clearly reflected this anxiety.

Thus it is difficult to talk in
terms of Ottoman success in curtail-
ing the activities of Shiis. But the
whole issue of how the danger was
perceived and how reaction to it was
conceived does highlight certain
aspects of late Ottoman state/society
relations. As Professor Feroz Ahmad
has rightly pointed out: «The key
to an understanding of the Ottoman
state in the nineteenth century seems
to be its lack of a social base and its
determination to create one».
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Lights on Iraqi’s cities Fortification
in Ottoman Age

Dr. Saadi Ibraheem al-Dragi

Abstract

he wars between the two
states Ottoman and Persian
continued several centuries.

was one of the most important
factor which encourage Ottomanians
to pay attention to the military
architecture affairs and protecting
cities. The dangerous of Wahhabis
was very great and their frequent
attacks on Iraqi>s cities at the
beginning of the nineteenth century
was a reason in surrounding Karbala
and Al-Najaf with defensive walls.
Also, frequent invasions tribes, and
the accompanying internal revolts,
making the Arab rulers surrounding
cities.

Not all walls were built under
supervision of the rulers. As in
Basra)s walls, which were built
by Hassan Pasha (Afrasyab), and
western Baghdadys wall which was
built by Sulayman Pasha the Great.
While some of them were built
by foreigners virtuous such as Al-
Najaf and Samara.

Butwithregardtoplanning fences
which surrounded Iraqi cities were

not regular they were controlled by
terrain and some rivers. So, we find
the planning of Basra and Al-Najaf
was rectangle while, the walls of
Mosul were semicircle because of
the occurrence of the city on the
bank of the Tigris river. But walls
of Samara with circular shape like
Arbil which was built on high hill.
It is not surrounded but its houses
gathered around the edge of the hill
ring coherently.

Also, there are several walls
which are not regular because of the
large number of their twists such as
the western wall of Baghdad and
the wall of Hilla.

Most of the walls in the Iraqi
cities are described by foreign
travelers as a secure and strong
because of its thickness and height.
It contains towers (some of them
are very large) have designed to be
like a castle while some of them
are very small. But its doors were
very strong and have defensive
fortifications and also many of
soldiers.
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conflict of Najd- Kuwait Frontier (1922-1925) and
the conferences influence on it

Dr. Youssif Sami
Dr. Ali Najih Muhammed

Abstract

he elapsed of borders

was in semi is land of
Arab From Important subject
which effected The British
importance, to  interfere
for resolving it, especially
that Arab Gulf states which
newly born theirs difficulty to
deferment their borders as no
presence of natural stoppage
to determine it and wishing of
each country to obtain as much
as possible of area for other.

So British 1mprovement
three conferences to determine
the borders which as following
alL.-Muhamra Conf al-Aceer
and Kuwait Conf. for wishing
to fix their benifity and ending
the ordinary troubles among
fraps and to earnest the al-
Akhwan invading by leading
Faisal alL-Dweesh who was
more have the British body
trouble became his was which
continents to Kuwait and east
of Jordan and Iraq.
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General Abd al-Lateef Noori and Baker Sedki’s
revolution in 1936 Dr. Youssif Sami

Dr. Hazim Majeed Ahmed al-Doori

Abstract:

ieutenant-General Abdul Latif

Noori was and Iraqi officer who
had an Arabic national orientations. He
served in armies of four countries: The
Ottoman State, Al- Hijaz Kingdom,
Syrian Arab Government, and the Iraqi
Kingdom. He had a strong military
personality and he was liked by his
colleagues. He believed in the principles
of the Arabic Nationality. He joined the
Iragi Army in 1921, and he gradually
assumed  positions and  military
ranks until he became a Lieutenant-
General, which is the highest rank in
the Iraqi Army. He suffered the blood
hypertension and its complications due
to the service when he was a Division
Commander in 1943. The Iraqi Medical
Committee decided to send him abroad
for treatment, but the rules of the army
did not allow expense, which cost him
a lot of money; most of it was borrowed
from his friends and relatives. Due to
the need for traveling every year, the
Lieutenant-General lived in a dilemma
of sick leaves and for money, and he did
not receive and response from his bosses.

As he was of the first generation
of the Iraqi officers, like the Ministry

of Defense and the Prime Minister, he
looked forward to assume the position
of the Secretary of Defense so that he
can enjoy the material and immaterial
privileges of the position. Thus, his
ambitions met with ambitions of the
Lieutenant-General Bakr Sidqi, who
had a regional country orientations,
so they worked together to throw
down the Hashemite Ministry of
Yasin, which had an Arabic national
orientations. There was no intellectual
and ideological agreement in the
principals of the two Lieutenant-
Generals. They only had common
ambitions and interests in spite of the
opposite orientations they had.

The research references are mostly
taken from the Directorate of the Iraq
Military Documentations (unpublished).
The research shows obviously the
Lieutenant-General>s sufferings to get
money and sick leaves for treatment,
which is mentioned in details in this
research, especially after the coup
and assuming the position as the Iraqi
Minister of Defense in 1936 and enjoying
the privileges of this position.
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Instutu Lebanon Magazine (1945-1948)... Historical
Study

Dr. Majeed Hameed A. al-Hadrawi

Abstract:

The newspaper study in
general and the Lebanese,
including  specifically a very
important topic for researchers in
contemporary history, because it
helps the researcher to identify the
intellectual, cultural, social and
political trends, and provide live
coverage ofthe events and the various
developments and public opinion of
them, and are almost a daily basis,
and reflect the its consideration of
those events and developments,
which should represent directly or
indirectly trend intellectually or
culturally, socially or politically, and
therefore constitute a true reflection
of the trends of intellectual, cultural
or sectarian or political mainstream,
and this perspective comes our study
of the subject (Almahad magazine
Lebanese 1945- 1948 historical
study) to its owner and editor, Mr.
Jaafar Abdul Hussein al-Sharaf al-
Din.

Mr. Jaafar Sharaf al-Din went
to his reformist criticism of the

YY) (196N — 19€0) dwilitll ras o)l dino

reality of ignorance and bitter,
which he saw camps rather than in
his hometown only images but also
in southern Lebanon in general, he
went to the dissemination of science
and knowledge sought through
the establishment of schools in the
villages of his native city of Tyre,
where the easiest, it was taken
from Al-mahad magazine platform
broadcasts from the pages of what
triggers in the hearts of the young
spirit of the revolution on ignorance
and fueled minds Banphoan and
self-confidence, and raised in
their midst perpetual motion tends
towards freedom and freedom from
archaic traditions and get rid of the
ignorance of the methods and face
reality firmness and embark on
learning, and the school enrollment
to collect Science and knowledge.
In spite of the “Almahad” cultural
magazine distanced itself from
the coverage of political events
and developments directly during
the period of issuance, but it was



seeking and calls through a cultural
approach to the State of Lebanese
society harmonious does not state
“the Lebanese communities” and
to Lebanese culture produced
by the educational system and
teaching new consistent with the
era of independence, not the old
educational system which produced
a “culture of colors”, the magazine
believes it has not benefited the
achievement of consensus and
harmony in the Lebanese society,
and it seems somewhat when we
consider the intellectual background
ofthe magazine and its owner strange
and editor, Mr. Jaffer is the son of
Mr. Abdul Hussain Sharaf Din, one
of the most prominent hardworking
Muslim religious references at the
time not only in Lebanon but also in
many parts of the Muslim world, it
may come to mind at first glance but
1s familiar with the details of what is
published by the magazine through
the issuance that sectarian religious
magazine processors reflect the
views of sectarian specific, but
beautiful thing is that the magazine
in its processors were far from
this perception, and reflected the
viewpoint of centrist moderate in the
different processors, participated in
the drafting group of thought leaders
and symbols of culture in Lebanon,

and that the cultural carefree aims to
spread the culture of a harmonious
society, a goal basically dominated
the magazine in general processors
compared Bamaagatha religious
issues and Dvtturn to achieve the
ultimate goal, has a book magazine
form nice Lebanese diverse
religiously and ideologically and
intellectually, and we can say that
the family of editing the magazine
consisted of a Lebanese community
miniature was a practical example
of a harmonious society, which calls

him.
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Abdul-Whab al-Shawaf movement in 1959
And British & U.S.A. position from it

Dr. Weam Shakir G. Atrha

Abstract

fter the Revolution of 14,

Of July 1958, the regime has
become republican. It is characterized
as being national, and the state has
taken action to build the new society.
The establishment of the revolutionary
potency and its system in performing
a heavy work on the edges of national
movement, this results disagreements
and conflicts among members of the
polity of free officers. This results the
appearance of two streams: the first
one invites to immediate unity and to
affiliation of Iraq to the United Arabic
Republic, the leader of this stream is
Abdul Salam Arif. The second one is
directed by Abdul Kareem Qasim, it is
called the national stream. It invites to
perform national missions and to build
the state before thinking of unity with
another state. The two streams have
been clashed and outer forces have
intervented (Abdul Naser) to deeepen
that clash; this results the fusion of
national forces, and he (Abdul Naser)
takes Al-Musil a centre to do what he
wants.

Abdul Wahab Al-Shawaf has
announced his movement in 8th. Of
March 1959 in Al-Musil depending on
a limited number of officers who are
furthered to him, but this movement

has not been succeeded; it fails in
less than 24 hours. Al-Shawaf has
been killed during the shelling of the
governmental planes to its situations.
This is a good arrangement from the
government to get rid of the conflict
movement and to return the matters
to its quorum. The reasons behind
the failure of the movement were
represented by the desire of its officers
to the potency. They miss a military
and popular pedestal, in addition
to the desire of the audience to halt
against any conflict that exposes the
Revolution of July to danger.

The unstable policy of Abdul-
Kareem Qasim towards the Iraqi
political forces brings to the increasing
of the sphere of communism on the
national forces in Iraq. This results
to planning to stop the Revolution
of July. Al-Shawaf’s movement has
been encouraged by Britain and the
American United States and they work
to make the movement succeed and
to spread the segregation among the
members of the same homeland and
among the Arabic states to keep their
wants, to stop Qasim, and to lessen the
communism; this is from one side and
to dominate the national people on the
other side.
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The Role of historical Factors information and the
growth of Baghdadi City

Asst. Prof. Mazin Abd al-Rahman al-Hiti

Abstract

he historical factors of the key factors in the emergence and
Tgrowth of the city of al-Baghdadi and development of the

city where I grew up and grew natural and human motives steeped in
history as a stop in the first Nkulaih roots along the Euphrates River,
the famous historical character has this taken from standing in the
way of trade in ancient times. The study was based on field-side direct
viewing and induction historic archaeological evidence and the existing
concentration of population around the emergence and growth of a

nucleus and analyzed geographically.
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From Baytal Hikma To BayalHikma
Iraq .....History and Civilization

Dr. Haidar Qassim al-Tammimi

Abstract

he House of Wisdom (Bayt
Tal-Hikma) was a major
intellectual center duringthe Islamic
Golden Age. The House of Wisdom
was founded by Caliph Harun
al-Rashid (reigned 786—809)
and culminated under his son al-
Ma’mun (reigned 813—-833) who is
credited with its formal institution.
Al-Ma’mun is also credited with
bringing many well-known scholars
to share information, ideas, and
culture in the House of Wisdom.
Based in Baghdad from the 9™
to 13™ centuries, besides Muslim
scholars even people of Jewish or
Christian background were allowed
to study here. Besides translating
books into Arabic and preserving
them, scholars associated with the
House of Wisdom also made many
remarkable original contributions
to diverse fields.

During the reign of al-Ma’mun,
astronomical observatories were set
up, and the House was an unrivaled
center for the study of humanities
and for science in medieval Islam,
including mathematics, astronomy,
medicine, alchemy and chemistry,
zoology, and geography and
cartography. Drawing primarily
on Greek, but also Syriac, Indian
and Persian texts, the scholars
accumulated a great collection of
world knowledge, and built on it
through their own discoveries. By
the middle of the ninth century, the
House of Wisdom had the largest
selection of books in the world.

It was destroyed in the sack of
the city following the Mongol Siege
of Baghdad (1258).

Baytul-Hikma was re-
established in 1995 to reviving the
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role of Abbasian Baytul-Hikma
which was founded in 800 A.C.
to establish translation movement
and rational approaches to enhance
coexistence between religions and
people.

According to its establishment
law, Baytul-Hikma
as an intellectual and scientific

considered

establishment with financial and

administrative independence.

Baytul-Hikma is run by a board
of trustees consist of outstanding
characters and a consult committee
of 30 Arabic consultants presents
the different public and private
sectors as well as academic and
civil societies.

Baytul-Hikma looks for
achieving goals through holding
seminars, symposium, conferences
and publishing books, periodicals,
magazines, newscasts in addition
to publish the most outstanding
international works in the different
fields of knowledge that deal with
heritage of human civilizations and
other important issues.

One of Baytul-Hikma goals is
to encourage cultural interchange
with universities, research centers

and international academic and
scientific organizations all over
the world.
well, offers consultations to the

Baytul-Hikma, as
government, decision-making
centers, private sector and civil
society organizations.
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the Turkish and Iraqi academic in-
stitutions to study the history of
Iraq during the rule of the Ottoman
Empire era as it would clarify a lot
of obscure facts, the Ottoman Ar-
chives houses embrace a lot of the
history of Iraq, a lot of its themes
are still unrevealed to the research-
ers and specialists in this type of
studies.
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Conclusions:

One of the most important things
that clarified is the major role of Al-
Dagestani in the Ottoman victory over
the British in the Battle of Cote emir-
ate, which ended up with capturing the
British troops, this role is dispropor-
tionate perfectly with the volume of
interest in this personality whose sup-
posed to have more historic and media
attention, he suffered a clear neglect
from the historical and political per-
spective, at this point there must be a
big question mark.

Al-Dagestani had a cultural role as
well as the military and political role
represented with establishing the first
zoo in Baghdad and appointing special
tames in it, this shows his interest in
providing employments to the labor,
which considered as an indirect con-
tribution in the development, the park
had regular visitors every Thursday,
which contributed to increase the in-
terest in this kind of the exotic culture
in the Baghdadi community

His disdain concerning sectarian-
ism, his respect to Najaf Religious Au-
thorities and other people’s acceptance
to his character show Al-Daghstani
deep effect, prestige and dignitary he
had

In this research we consider the
second version about his martyrdom
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more probable, which stated that he
suffered an injured by shell or frag-
ment, because it is not acceptable to
ratify that a brave military man who
exceeded seventy years old and fought
battles with courage to die from grief
on his comrades???. Also, it was a sud-
den and surprise attack with signs of
startling of which the British failed, so
it is natural that he may injured from
the heavy fires that suddenly fell from
the exhausted forces.

Recommendations:

1. Of the most important recommen-
dations is to give more attention
to the history of this man and his
family and grandchildren, and to
highlight the political, military and
cultural role.

2. Preserving his grave and highlight
its importance, and to develop spe-
cial ceremony to visit his grave by
cooperate with Wasit Iraqi Univer-
sity and the (House of Wisdom)
foundation , considering the great
interest of these two bodies in the
history of region, and contribute in
establishing the conferences and
seminars for the purpose of activat-
ing the cultural and academic bilat-
eral cooperation and clarifying the
facts before the people.

3. In the light of this conference, it
should be borne in mind the need
for a wider cooperation between



There were also two stories that
first recalled the burial in the suburb
of Sheikh Saad between Kut city and
Amara city. It occurred in a Turkish
cemetery and then his body was trans-
ferred to the Adhamiya cemetery. (Al-
Rubaie, Majid: 85age, Interview).

While other sources said that the
Daghestani also fared well in the Brit-
ish fight, until his martyrdom in battle
(Kut- Amara). In one of the British at-
tacks, a sudden bomb fell close to him
while he awakens the Mujahideen from
their sleep to fend off British attackers.
In this attack he died and was close to
the age of 70 on 12/March/1916. (Bas-
ri, Meer, 2013).

After his martyrdom his body was
moved in a military convoy, in the
presence of all the generals and leaders
in the army and a large gathering of his
solders in addition of all seniors and
masters of the nation, along with the
people of Baghdad. His coffin was car-
ried by a carriage surrounded by senior
military officers. The masses prayed
in his honour in the abou Hanifa Al-
noman mosque and they buried him
in al khayzaran graveyard next to the
grave of mufti Baghdad sheikh Mo-
hamed Sayed al Tabaqchali under the
minaret of the mosque. A small shrine
was built on his grave and he became
a figure whom individuals wrote and
read poems about, to praise him. (Al-
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Wardi, 1974, p.246).

Epilogue

After this profound review of Al-
Daghstani personality and his wide-
spread activity in Iraq, his deep impact
on people’s souls led to shed his own
blood on this land, which became his
lodgment as any other man born and
died on it. He sacrificed his life and
soul as a redemption to mount the
name of the country and the flag he
took oath to serve, it is necessary to get
the following conclusions and recom-
mendations on Research topic.



was stationed in the parties led by Mo-
hamed Fadil Pasha Daghestani.” (Alj,
2004, p.51).

The operation continued to promote
Haidary banners in a way that was cel-
ebratory and promotional in all cities
it encountered; with delegations and
dignitaries and volunteers, the ships
stopped at Tourij city, to inform the
people of Touirij about the mission,
sheikh Numan Al-Adami presented a
speech regarding the mission, at that
time Al-daghestani arrived by land
along with 250 of Bani Hassan knights,
this is his way of gathering more vol-
unteers, the jthad motivation speeches
were continued by sheikh Fathullah Is-
fahani and Sayed Mohamed the son of
Sayed kadhum al-yazdi who represent
his father, urging people for jihad. (Al-
Wardi, 1974, p.239).

The delegation arrived to Al hindi-
ya dam before sunset wherein they
were enchanted by the Splendour of
the engineering marvel, they contin-
ued their mission towards Al-musayab
and they stayed four days over there.
Commands were received from the
Commander general Nur al-din to Al-
daghestani to rush out with his troops
towards Al-jazeera (Elssaouira) to join
the forces over there to take the British
forces by surprise, (Al-Wardi, 1974,
p.240).

The groups who were carrying the
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banner of Imam Ali moved towards Al-
kadhmia in Baghdad while Al-daghes-
tani with his volunteer troops arrived
to the battle field in Kut to join the Ot-
toman forces in order to clamp down
on and surround the British troops led
by General Townshend from all direc-
tions. (Al-Wardi, 1974, p.242).

Aldaghestani continued encourag-
ing people despite his old age, he stood
in front of the people engaging them
like a lion with his motivational words
(Bani Zabid...Bani Rabiaa) it means
oh group of zabid and group of rabiaa
Shame on you to give up your country.
This was the way to prove his merit and
military leadership at the same time.
(Al-Rubaie, Majid: 85age, Interview).

Al-Daghestani Death

There were stories about his death,
some of them said that he was saddened
by the martyrs lost in the battles and he
could not bear the sudden deaths of his
companions so he eventually followed
in their mandates as a result of distress
and depression. He was close to sev-
enty. (Al-Wardi, 1974, p.244).

Other sources said that the impact
of a surprise attack from the British ar-
tillery in the siege of Kut caused his
death whilst he rushed to prepare his
troops in the so-called battle sabes.
(Basri, Meer, 2013).



The decision was made to take the
banner of imam Ali (PBUH) to jihad
on Friday 11 of Muharram (19th of
November). A large ceremony was
prepared in the holy court yard of
imam Ali’s shrine, for that occasion
attendees were the Acting authority
of Karbala, Hamza Bek, sheikh Nu-
man Al Adhami, mufti Al-Najaf Sayed
Yaseen Afandi, and more of the most
highly respected figures in Najaf. (Al-
Wardi, 1974, p.236).

Other religious scholars; sheikh
Fath Alahh Al Asfahani, Sayed Ali
Tabrizi, Sayed Mustafa Alkashani,
Sheikh Baqir Al-Qummy and Sayed
Abdul Razzaq Al-Hilou, took the ban-
ner towards Masjed Al Koufa ( Al Ko-
ufa mosque) stopping the carriages and
the banners by the site of Prophet You-
nis on the river bank. Mohammed Fad-
hel Al-daghestani; with all the knights
and the people of Alkoufa presented
themselves to welcome the arrivals
wherein Al-Daghestani stopped near
the banner and pronounce a speech
in Turkish to encourage people for ji-
had. Sheikh Numan Al-adhami also
addressed a speech, subsequently fol-
lowed by Sayed Mouhamed Al-kilidar
and his son Ahmed Al kilidar with the
final speech given by the acting author-
ity of Karbala. Following the event, all
the arrivals slept in Koufa that night.
(Al-Wardi, 1974, p.238).

Mohammad Fadhel Al-Daghestani

On Saturday 20th of November all
the people above gathered in Alko-
ufa mosque to read duaa al-thoghoor
(duaa Imam Zein Alabidin pbuh)
which is dedicated to the armies in
battle to achieve the victory. They are
the protectors of the Islamic nation
and its borders (The Amawi army at
that time). Sayed Mohamed the son of
Sayed Kadhem Al-yazdi arrived late to
join processions representing his fa-
ther, Sunday morning 21st of Novem-
ber everyone boarded the sailing ships
to move towards Al Kifil village North
of koufa, the number of the prepared
ships were 30.24.

Tahseen Ali one of the group mem-
bers, mentioned in his memoirs: “when
we arrived we found a systematic mili-
tary group stationed where we joined,
and I was appointed the regiment com-
mander of one of the brigades, we re-
mained while my colleagues received
orders to continue to Baghdad, and
from there the regiment moved di-
rectly to Kut, where they rallied forces
coming from Baghdad and Amarah af-
ter withdrawing from areas occupied
by the British in the first of June 1915,
the Ottoman Government appointed
Nur al-Din Bek Commander-General
of the Ottoman forces in Iraq on April
15, 1915, and he ordered the mobili-
zation of troops in Kut. British forces
advanced toward Kut, they were hit
first by the volunteer tribal force which

Be



Baghdad. The battle in Kut began on
the 27th of September and lasted un-
til the following morning, ending with
the defeat of the Ottoman forces and
their withdrawal towards the Salman
Pak city border of Baghdad. (Al-Mus-
li, 1925, p.211).

The Ottoman Leaders were placed
in an alarming situation and hence
appointed Mohammed Fadhil Al-Da-
ghestani as a leader of the (Alhajana)
Forces, comprised of various militias
and volunteer group forces, ect. In
order to aid the ottoman forces and
army to fights against the British. His
plan involved motivational strategies
to encourage people to join, some in-
dividuals were approached through
their religious values, and some were
convinced through stories of courage
and Tournament whilst others were ap-
proached with money and charity.

Al-Daghestani Role of

encouraging the groups
During the Stressful circumstanc-
es in 1914 the Ottoman Leaders an-
nounced jihad to liberate Baghdad
from its occupants and hence give
their campaign a religious banner (The
Haidari Sharif Flag) which was the
first general Islamic jihadi campaign.
However later the government decided
to classify it as an( allawy) campaign,
one to be inspired by Imam Ali’s
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(pbuh) courage, trying their best to
advertise the Haidari flag, (Al-Wardi,
1974, p.233).

The Ottoman government sent
Al Daghestani along with a group of
knights to Baghdad to protect the Haid-
ari flag. The government gave him a
huge budget of golden lira to distribute
between the groups on his way to Na-
jaf and he travelled around the middle
of the Euphrates river area giving the
leaders of the groups an amount of
golden lira dependent on their servic-
es. (Al-Wardi, 1974, p.232).

They formed a group of highly re-
spected deputies to take the Haidari
banner from the top of Imam Ali’s
(pbuh) shrine in Najaf. The assigned
individuals as deputies were; Foad Al
Daftary, Mudher Pasha, Hikmat Sulai-
man, The Leader [zat Pasha, a Baghda-
di Judge and Shukri begk one of Hilla
city’s most respected figures. They
arrived in Najaf Friday evening 29 of
October 1915 and they were hosted by
Sayed Mohammed Hasan Al Kilidar.
They were subsequently welcomed by
all dignitaries and scientist of Najaf or-
ganising meetings and ceremonies of
poets and speeches. This was a good
opportunity to speak about al jihad Al
Haidari under the banner of the faith-
ful imam Ali as it coincided with the
time of Muharram (hosseinieh condo-
lence). (Al-Wardi, 1974, p.235).



feel for such a betrayal. Al daghestani’s
son mentioned (Al-Azzawi, 1425hj,
Pp.84-85), That Aldaghestani’s family
travelled to (Kirkuk) after their fathers
martyrdom in the battle of kut. When
they returned to Baghdad the sons of
(Hama mam) guarded the family on
their journey to protect them from any
potential harm. This was a gesture of
gratitude in return for the care which
Al-daghestani provided their father 30
years prior. (Al-Dulaimi, 2013, p.23).

Iraq During the First World
War

The impact of the First World War
was severe on the people of Iraq. The
cities and villages were exposed to im-
mense suffering, wherein the nation
became an arena of conflict between
the British and the Ottomans. The re-
percussions of this war affected both
the land and people equally during the
years of 1915-1917; battles were so
intensive between both sides and the
competition very high that no one truly
gained victory. (Bakri, 1967, p.23).

The British forces invaded Iraq
from Basra in Iraq’s Southern region.
Heading towards Baghdad it wasn’t
difficult for them to achieve a victo-
rious invasion over the Ottomans be-
cause they didn’t face any Resistance
or an adversary until on the 12 Novem-
ber 1915 where they reached the bor-
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der of Baghdad in Salman Pak, a city
20 km from Baghdad. (Nadeem, 1985,
p.2395).

In September 1915 the leaders of
the Ottomans came to realise the dis-
appointing reality that they would not
be able to face the British troops that
were creeping towards Kut city even-
tually reaching Baghdad.

Sheikh Mohammed Ridha Al Shibi-
bi wrote in his diaries:

“On the 23 of September when the
British jets flew over the Baghdad sky,
sending radial light that lit the entire
city, the Ottoman banks ceased pay-
ments and the stock market collapsed,
leaving merchants and financial traders
to carry their merchandise and belong-
ings to their homes, the tourists of the
tigress river fled back to their homes
and the clans outside of Baghdad such
that of Delaim, Zobaa and Shomar fam-
ilies approached Baghdad. It was at this
time the government planned to trans-
fer their offices and seed storages to
Samarra city®. (Al-Wardi, 1974, p.232).

In June 1915 the brigade 17 from
legion six; led by British General
Townshend, occupied Omara city.
They headed towards Sheikh Saad vil-
lage in preparation for the occupation
of Kut, which was a primary strategic
position for the British forces in their
groundwork for the occupation of
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could enjoy a unique environment in
Baghdad. (Al-Zubaidi, 1990, p.51).

His Activity in Iraq

He was appointed to form resistance
against the groups of Hamawand on
the boarder of Mandali and Khanaqeen
(1886-1885) and he was victorious in
his mission to stop the attacks. He
managed to imprison, Bagawasheen,
Mohmoud khala Baza and Hama Mam
Sulaiman; leaders of the Hamawand
groups. Due to this success he was pro-
moted to Lieutenant general in 1904
where he was appointed leader of the
Lahigan and Baswa on the boarder of
Iran. In 1907 he returned to Baghdad
as the leader of the sixth legion then in
May 1909 he was appointed Represen-
tative of the Master of Baghdad until
in August that year where he earned
the title of Master. However he later
resigned from this role, (Al-Azzawi,
1425hj, p.72)

In 1913 to return to the army as
an Inspector of the Iraqi Legion. He
led a military campaign against rebel
groups of Barazan led by Sheikh Abd
Al-salim, (Naroh Yi, 2011¢ Kheer,
2013). On the 10th of august 1913 he
earned a four-month temporary role
as Master of the state which ended
on the 18th of January 1914 when the
original Master Jawed Pasha returned.
During this role Mohammed Al-Da-
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ghestani had the opportunity to open
the gates in the Grand Opening of the
Hindiya Damn which was held on the
12th of January 1913. The opening of
the damn was made a large ceremony
in which the great leaders of the states
and high ranked generals of the army
attended, honouring the works of en-
gineer Sir William Wilcox whom de-
signed the damn. Al-daghstani pre-
sented the audience with a speech in
Turkish outlining the beneficial nature
and importance of the damn, as well
as expressing his appreciation to the
engineers whom built the damn. The
cost of the damn was half a million lira
istarlini. (Al-Bahrani, 1993, p.84).

The historian Abbas Al-azawi nar-
rates a story in which highlights the
nobility of Mohammed Al-Daghestani
When (hama mam sulaiman - one of
the group leaders of hamawand in
khanaqeen) got arrested, Aldaghestani
cared for him and provided him with
a horse and gun as a method of trans-
port and as a notion of good will on
the grounds that he remained under
his supervision, however (hama mam
sulaiman) fled, not considering the po-
tential consequences on Al daghestani.
When Al daghestani was informed of
(hama mam) attempt to flee, he rode
his horse and hastily followed until he
captured him in (Kirkuk) where he ex-
pressed his disappointment and noted
the shame that (hama mam) should



Sultan Abdul Hamid was very fond
of Al-Daghestani during his work at
the palace, thus he married him off to
one of the Turkish baronets. There are
a few stories regarding his transfer to
Baghdad. Some historians state that
he was exiled as a result of the Hip-
pocrates against him, others state that
it was his decision to live in Baghdad,
however the likely truth is his loyalty
and his talent as an officer was the pri-
mary reason that made Sultan Abdul
Hamid choose him to be a commander
in the Iraqi army. His position was as
pasha grade to fight the Kurdish and
Euphrates opposition groups. After he
brought victory in this battle, Sultan
Abdul Hamid gave him the opportu-
nity to choose where he would like to
spend the rest of his life and he pre-
ferred Baghdad as he loved it the most.
The sultan rewarded him by giving
him a few farm lands in Baghdad be-
fore he left to reside there in 1300ac.
(Al-Bahrani, 1993, p.83).

His residency was located in Bagh-
dad next to (Bab Al-Muadham) 50
meters from the High way. His prop-
erty faced the old wall of Baghdad
and is still known as )al soor suburb(,
meaning The (old wall of Baghdad)
(Al-Bahrani, 1993,p.83), opposite the
)Uzbeks mosque(, in a suburb where
the group of Uzbeks and Daghestanies
lived. They came from Uzbekistan and
Daghestan from the south west of Rus-
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sia to live next to their beloved prince
Al-Daghestani. (Al-Bahrani, 1993,
p-84).

Daghestani became a highly re-
spected figure within the Baghdad
community, he was considered a very
honest and charismatic, with a distinc-
tive bush beard. (Al-Zubaidi, 1990,

p.51).

The Iraqi historian Najdat Fathi
Safwat write about him: that Al-Da-
ghestani was a very respected figure,
he was tall with a white long beared,
he described him with Magnanimity,
generosity and a devotee to the rituals
of religion, Al-daghestani has a decent
reputation in Baghdad and all over the
country of Iraq and It is this reputation
that maintained the peoples likeness
towards him. (Basri, 2013, p.3).

The people of Baghdad loved to
visit Al-daghestani’s residence due
to the rarity of the zoo he maintained
on his property. He was fond of Ara-
bian horse breeding and he made spe-
cial improvements to their stables. He
also collected a fair few other animals,
namely a lion, tiger, hyena, bear, wolf,
fox, zebra, camel and various bird spe-
cies such as eagles, falcon, ostrich,
peacocks and several breeds of dukes.
This is what made this place the first
and biggest zoo in Baghdad, a zoo
which was opened to the public every
Thursday afternoon so that the people
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He led the group in the battle against
the British Army on the grounds of Kut
Al-Amara. Prior to the commencement
of this battle, Mohammed Fadhel Al-
daghestani managed to further develop
and flourish the volunteer army with
his ability to dramatically increase the
number of Iraqi volunteers; ultimately
forming a powerful army. However, it
was during this fight against Britain
that he passed on the 12th March 1916.

This research aims to; firstly, focus
on the various occasions that highlight
the significance of Mohammed Fadhel
Al-daghestani, that are occasionally
overlooked and ignored by many his-
torians.

Secondly, it aims to reveal the
major role that Al-daghestani played
throughout his leadership of the Iraqi
Volunteer Army, which suffered a ma-
jor decline in morale due to the vast
number of casualties during the battle
of Shaiba. It is here that Mohammed
Al-daghestani’s significance is high-
lighted. How can a man that does not
live in Iraq lead an army as such? And
what are the battle missions that were
assigned to the Volunteer army?

Upbringing and environment
and the military hierarchy

Al Daghestani was born and raised
in Daghestan in a village called Joa,
created by the Qafqaz in 1846ac. His

Az Historical Studies|No. 43

father Dawood laaw was from a very
reputable family called (Afary) linked
to sheikh Shamel who was a very well-
known leader in Daghestan. Because
he was a prince of a high class family
he was taken to the capital city ‘Bu-
tris Burg’ to attend military school. By
the age of eighteenth he graduated as
an officer in the Russian Qaisars army
(Basri, 2013, p.2).

He grew up as one of the prince’s
in the state of Daghestan, however
due to the Russian occupation in the
late nineteenth century he ran away
with his family seeking refuge in Is-
tanbul where he would ultimately be
following his brother in law Al Ghazi
Mohammed Pasha, son of sheikh
Shamil. Al-Ghazi had joined the otto-
man army and became one of the most
important figures in the campaign of
Sultan Abdul Hamid the second, (Al-
Bahrani, 1993,p.83).

When the war between Russia and
the Ottoman Empire began in 1877,
Al-Daghestani fought very bravely
with the Ottomans. As a result of his
courage and bravery he was appointed
by Sultan Abdul Hamid as a ‘first gov-
ernor’ to his campaign. In 1882 he was
appointed a higher position as ‘gover-
nor prince’ in one of the states, then in
1884 he became leader of the knights
in the sixth legion in Baghdad (Basri,
2013, p.2).



Mohammad Fadhel Al-Daghes-

tani

and his leadership of the Arab Volun-
teer Army in Kut Al Amara 1915-1916

br. Mahir Jabbar Al-khalili®

Introduction

Mohammed Fadhel Al-dagh-
estani (1846-1916) was con-
sidered one of the most influential and
important military figures during the
last quarter of the nineteenth century.
He played a major role in the success
of the Ottoman Empire’s armies in
their battles against Tsarist Russia and
Britain. His final victory was in Kut
Al-Amara.

Mohammed Fadhel Al-daghestani
worked in the tsarist army before re-
signing in 1872 and relocating to Is-
tanbul. His decision to relocate was in-
fluenced by his brother in law, Alghazi
Mohammed Pasha’s (son of Imam
Shamil) status and residency in Istan-
bul. Here, Mohammed Al-daghastani

(*) Imam Al-kadhem College - Baghdad

Mohammad Fadhel Al-Daghestani

became the military consultant and
advisor of the Ottoman Sultan Abdul
Hamid the second. Due to his expertise
in the military field, he was continu-
ously excelling up the ranks and was
promoted to General Officer.

He was appointed in the state of
Baghdad as ‘Leader of the army of
knights’ in the sixth legions, working
as a representative for the Governor
of Baghdad. His role gave him the op-
portunity to represent the Governor in
the Grand opening of Al-hindiya dam
in 1913. In respect to his position as
representative he was appointed in the
year 1915 as leader of the Arab Volun-
teer Army which was comprised of a
diverse variety of Iraqi’s from different
occupations, socioeconomic status act.
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Appendix (6)
Map of the Battle of Kut drawing by Hibat Al-Din Al- Shahristani
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Appendix (5)
Religious scholars in the Holy Shrine of Kadhimiya

before heading to the front of Kut
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Appendix (4)
Shahristani Massage to the leader “Noor Al-Din” on October 6, 1916.
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Appendix (3)
Shiite scholars Invited to establish an army of the sons of the tribes
on May 13, 1915.
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Appendix (2)
Invite tribal Shiite scholars to participate in Jihad on November 15, 1914.
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Appendices
Appendix (1)

Telegram assistant governor of Baghdad to the minister of interior

about inviting Shiite clerics to jihad
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Document No. 16, Message from Hibah
Al-Din al-Shahristani, to the governor
of Baghdad and the commander of the
(Noordin) in a 27 November 1333 H, ap-
proved to October 1915, And see a copy
of it in Supplement No (4).

(16) The same source, the document number
(17), leaves from the diary Hibah Al-Din
al-Shahristani. And look for Scholars
enrolled photograph front war in the Ap-
pendix (5).

(17) See the image of the map in the Annex
(6).

(18) Muhammad bin Muhammad Mahdi
al-Khalisi, the hero of Islam, (Tehran:
Documents Imam Khalisi Center, 2007),
p. 22.

(19) Ismail Taha al-Jabri, the role of the city
of Kadhimiya in resisting the British oc-
cupation of Iraq, 1914-1920, Journal of
College of Basic Education, the Univer-
sity of Mustansiriya, 20 folder, the num-
ber of 86.2014, p. 553.

(20) Muhammad bin Muhammad Mahdi al-
Khalisi, ibid., P. 226.

(21) The same source, P22.

(22) This message is printed recently by (43)
pages. Seen: Muhammad Mahdi al-Kh-
alisi, Hussam forearm infidels in jihad,
(Najaf: Al-Shuroq Press, 2015).

(23) The same source, P16.
(24) The same source, P20.
(25) The same source, P22.
(26) The same source, P33.
(27) The same source, P41.
(28) The same source, P42.
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Al-Shahristani seen: Hibah Al Din Al-
Shahristani, a battle Shuaiba 1914-1915
(Secrets disappointment of opening
Shuaiba), achieving Alaa Hussein Alra-
heema and Ismail Taha al-Jabri, Print 1,
(Najaf: Dar Al-Deyaa for printing and
design, 2008), from p 117-1200.

(3) About the role of the reference Moham-
med Kazem Yazdi in resisting the Brit-
ish occupation seen: Kamel Salman al-
Jubouri, Mohammed Kazem Yazdi and
his lights on his authority and political
positions, (Sign: Al burhan Press, 2006).

(4) Jawadain Public Library, Baghdad, files
documentary, Jihad files in Shuaiba,
Document No. 25, 3 January 1914, and
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(5) Jawadain Public Library, Baghdad, files
documentary, Jihad files in Shuaiba,
Document No. 27, November 15, 1914,
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port the construction and management
of camps and soldieries ordered, Kha-
lisi has authorized the take money by
force those who declined to pay to help
the fighters saying:”Then the Muslims
must do what fulfills, that they have
refrained from taking their money
oppressed them if they stopped their
defending their homelands and their
blood and their honor and their reli-

gion ....”%,

Khalisi also stressed the need to
provide the principle of justice in the
jihad, especially leaders and officials
on the battlefield, saying:” Who should
note here the soldiers and the military
and improve his justice in the parish
and to equally divide, and his compas-
sion is equal between the near and long
term and the rich and the poor...”(27).
It is rather focused on the task partial
knowing that justice prevails between
combatants and their equal deal and
livelihoods ability to create a good psy-
chological condition with the fighter to
make it rushes with all the resolve and
determination in the fight against the
enemy, and here lies the importance
of creating a psychological factor and
strengthened in this opinion.(fatwa)

Khalisi seal the jihadist message
calling for the need to rally around
the governor of Baghdad and com-
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mander in chief and his support for
the purpose of achieving victory over
the enemy, saying:”’If by the grace of
God and the generosity and kindness
and grace on the cult that made take
care their things today commander of
the soldiers attending the minister and
Leader’s most luxurious and governor
of Baghdad and Commander (Nured-
din Effendi) Esquire long paid tribute,
he combine intensity and gentleness,
politics and tact, good opinion and
measure ... God made the victory on
his hands soon and conquest, calling
him and replying to rebuild Iraq and
reform... God is not cleared from the
reformers in Iraq, hardworking and

promotion in habitudes®®.



date, he has refused to enact the three
questions and offered for a referen-
dum form of government in Iraq, how
continued this approach even after the
establishment of the national govern-
ment and the announcement of parlia-
mentary elections, and because of his
opposition to Iran beyond with a range
of Najaf scholars will be held on 22
November with the year 1341 AH, ap-
prover to 6 July in 1923 AD®?,

Khalisi remained in exile in Iran
until his death on 12 Ramadan in the
year 1343 AH, approver to April 1925
AD®D,

infidels in jihad

This fatwa was issued on the sec-
ond of Shawwal 1333 AH, approver
to August 13 in 1915 AD, after he saw
Khalisi British forces and occupa-
tion of Iraqi cities offers one after the
other, dictate it his religious duty as a
Muslim religious scholar, and national
duty as Iraqis defending their land and
holy sites. This fatwa was published in
the form of a message in the newspa-
per Sadah of Islam issued in Baghdad
on sequential rings in eleven episodes
from August 30 to September 10, 1915
AD®),

Fatwa aimed to create the Muslims
to defend their land against the occu-
piers, without distinguishing between

the Muslim countries that are exposed
to the invasion and occupation, be-
cause Khalisi sees a Muslim country
and one and defending duty®.

The message focused on the im-
portant factor of victory factors which
fortitude in the battle despite the small
number, it indicates here that the faith
of the case element basis to achieve
victory, not so much focused on num-
bers, equipment in spite of its impor-
tance, and in that reference to the vic-
tory of the Muslims in the battle of
Badr in 2 AH , although few in num-
ber on the author of several thousand
fighters Army infidels, to the faith of
the justice of the case®.

He emphasize the fatwa directed
to all Muslims who are capable of
fighting without exception message,
stressing that jihad was not imposed
by the scientists on the poor and vul-
nerable to exempt them from it, it is a
duty to them and to the general public,
imitating the biography of Caliphs and
guardians and parents who were ad-
vancing ranks Mujahideen side by side
with the general public®®.

Mohammed Mahdi al-Khalisi call
also that the jihad in this battle is not
limited to bear arms, but his other hand,
which is jihad with money to people
who cannot fight, since he could sup-
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to the commander of Iraq’s Front and
the governor of Baghdad, ‘“Noured-
dine Beg”, Its readiness to support the
battle through the massing of fighters
from tribes or the actual presence on
the battlefield, according to some of
them, it is stated:” And here I am now
shown to you my sincere heart and my
willingness to help the attic Islamic
state and fight the enemies unbeliev-
ers pen and forward and in word and
deed, as well as my friends examin-
ers, and we hope we would be grateful
if a statement should we even do the
job”(9),

Has strengthened its efforts afore-
mentioned position is important and so
when he attended on February 14,1916
a gathering of religious scholars hold
(Haidari flag) in the dish Kazmi Sharif,
Kindergarten Manager Kadhimiya has
read a prayer and farewell to travel to
the war front, the people of the town
gathered in the holy shrine after it was
disrupted markets, In the afternoon of
13 April 1334 approved February 17,
1916 rode scientists move to the front
of Kut by steamer “Al Burhaneya”®.

The total interest-Shahristani in
battle and his participation in the Map
shows the battlefield where the nature
of the land and gatherings teams, As
well as identifying areas where Otto-
man forces can be directed to the ap-
plication and its occupation, Namely,
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that showed anything, it shows how
keen Hibah Al Din to follow the de-
velopments of the battle and its impor-
tance!!”.

The second section: Muham-
mad Mahdi al-Khalisi and efforts
inresistingtheBritishoccupationthrough
afatwa,“HussamAl-BattarintheJihadof
the infidels.”

Muhammad Mahdi al-Khalisi
(a brief biography)

Born in the city of Kadhimiya in
Baghdad on 9 Dhu al Hijjah 1276 AH
approver to June 28, 1860 AD, he stud-
ied grew up, and then completed his
religious education in Najaf Al-Ashraf
even won the degree of diligence'®.

Khalisi is characterized by resis-
tance to the British occupation from
the outset, and he is known for his en-
thusiasm to rally the tribes and drive
himself to the battle front, as carrying
weapons in the two fronts of Qurna
and the city of Amarah, and he sheikh
in aged, in the breaks It was undergo-
ing weapons training under the super-
vision of junior officers in the Age,
And it is in compliance with orders
them to perform the required military
movements'?.

Khalisi stand against the British
presence in Iraq during both phases of
the occupation and the British Man-



rested on impact.

He became Minister of Knowledge
in 1921, when the formation of the
national government in Iraq. He also
served as head of the family court for
a period of 1923-1934, after the parlia-
mentary elections entered and won by
deputies from Baghdad.

He issued in 1910-1912 science
magazine!'”, and founded of a public
library in 1941 in the city of Kadhi-
miya which remained today. He died
in the February 6, 1967.

Efforts to resist British
occupation in Kut

After the British occupation forc-
es continued its march north of Basra
and occupied the city of Amarah, fal-
ter, Muslim clerics again in order to
rally the tribes to stand with the Otto-
man Empire in this page task. This pe-
riod has witnessed wide-scale moves
Muslim clerics to support the Ottoman
army and stand at his side, from those
positions telegram Mohammad Taba-
tabai and Abdul Karim Algerian, sent
from the city of Amara, to the interior
minister of the Ottoman, plead the es-
tablishment of an army of tribesmen to
support the Ottoman army, be under the
command of Baghdad’s envoy in the
Ottoman Parliament (Tawfiq Beg)".

And in Hall of Al Alalwy-Sharif

in Najaf Al-Ashraf attest rally a large
number of clerics and their followers,
they stressed in speeches on the need
to stand by the Muslim Ottoman Em-
pire, And everyone went to the battle-
field carrying (Haidari flag), which is
the banner of the fight that was fought
under the banner of Imam Ali bin Abi
Talib, so as to boost morale and build
momentum. The number of scientists
who accompanied totaled (Haidari
flag) eighteen religious scholar, led by
Hibah Al Din al-Shahristani'?.

Al-Shahristani’s efforts did not stop
at that, But claimed focuses on the use
of media in the battle to support the
troops and the strengthening of victo-
ry, He was in this area correspondence
with senior officials of the Ottomans,
like governor of Baghdad and Sheikh
Al-Islam Khairy, Requesting the need
to facilitate the task of spreading moti-
vational speeches on fighting and sup-
porting the fighters on the battlefield in
the newspapers published in the Otto-
man Empire?.

Certainly this interest visited Hibah
Al Din al-Shahristani Al-Zuhoor news-
paper and invited them to hone mettle
Mujahideen media, And provide moral
support to them, and asked the news-
paper to pay much attention to publish
news of war and the victories achieved
by the fighters on the battlefield?.

Shahristani expressed in a letter sent
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med Kazem Yazdi, which called for
the British fighter as infidels attacked
the state of Islam.®

Muslim clerics in Najaf, Karbala
and Kadhimiya led a major campaign
to rally the tribes even numbered about
eighty thousand people, From the cities
of Kadhimiya and Adhamiya, Bagh-
dad, according to a telegram assistant
governor of Baghdad to the Ministry
of the Interior.®

The march towards a front vic-
tory for the same number of religious
scholars from Najaf, led by Mohamed
Said Habboubi and Abdul Razzaq Al-
helo, and with them a large crowd of
tribal members and elders, While other
scientists issued a fatwa urging sup-
port for the government of the Otto-
man and prepared it from the religious
obligation of due.®

It fought the Ottoman army regulars
supported by the Mujahideen of the
clerics volunteers clans great battles
in the Shuaiba area against occupying
British forces, Over the three days and
nights, However, several reasons led
to the defeat in the Shuaiba on April
14, 1915©, Thus opening the way for
the British to advance towards Bagh-
dad Double Direction: The first one,
along the Euphrates River and occu-
pied Nasiriyah, And the second along
the Degla River, where Kut, where the
Ottoman army and fought on their side
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of Iraqi Mujahideen valiantly under
the leadership of Governor ““ Noor ald-
dine”, it resulted in the besieged Brit-
ish troops for a period of 147 days,
any of the (3 December, 1915 — 29
April, 1916), It was the highlight data
captured British commander (Charles
Fraser Tauzind Veer), and his army of
thirteen thousand and temporarily stop
their advance toward Baghdad.”

The Muslim Scholars of religion
such as Hibah Al Din Al-Shahristani
and Mohammed Mahdi Al-Khailsi
important role in the build-up to the
Battle of Kut men and jihadist fatwas.
Which the separates in the two follow-
ing axes.

The first Section: Hibah Al
Din al-Shahristani and his role in

theresistancetotheBritishoccupationin
Battle of Kut.

The biography of Al-
Shahristani (A brief overview)

One is the Association of Muslim
Scholars, graduated from Najaf reli-
gious school degree assiduous®, He
grew up loving the freedom and mal-
content against tyranny and injustice,
So he stood supporter and supporter
of the constitutional revolution in Iran
1905-1911®. As general of the British
occupation stop since he entered Basra
in 1914, as the rebels drove revolted
against the British presence he was ar-
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Hibat Al Din Al-Shahristani and Moham-
med Mahdi Al-Khailsi as an example

(documentary research)

br. Ismail Taha Al-Jaberi®

Preface

ritish forces have become at
Bthe beginning of November
1914 on the outskirts of the city of
Basra, Sensed the population risk, their
dignitaries prepared, sending mes-
sages for help to the holy cities: Najaf,
Karbala and Kadhimiya, showing how
gravity of the situation, and that Basra
has become under the threat of the oc-
cupying British forces, it was in those
letters,”Basra lacuna .. Infidels around
him .. Everyone under arms fear for
the rest of the land of Islam .. Help us
ordered the tribes to defend”.

Move at the same time the Otto-
man governor and commander in chief
*“ Javed Pasha” for organizing ordered
the fighters into the regular army, how-

(*) Bayt al-Hikma

ever, it needs to support the clerics and
tribesmen to fight alongside the Otto-
man army in the defense of Basra, But
his relationship with the religious au-
thority in Najaf were not good in this
circumstance, So he sent to Hibah Al
Din Al-Shahristani, asking him to in-
tervene to convince then-op Moham-
med Kazem Yazdi stand with the Otto-
man Empire in its war against Britain
by rallying tribes and configured to
help cope.®

Shahristani made good efforts in
this area even managed to achieve a
serious and fruitful cooperation be-
tween religious leaders and the tribes
on the one hand and the Ottoman gov-
ernor, on the other hand, issued on ac-
cordingly behest acting to jihad, most
notably a religious ref fatwa, Moham-
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this very unfortunate? that you stay
helping and guiding.... them, now
you have to kill all of your officers
and come to follow the army of Sul-
tan majesty as a lot of our brothers in
Egypt did”¢2.

The Turkish habits to creep from
their trenches at night to put the publi-
cations on the barbed wires of English
trenches that made an effect in the In-
dian Muslims that religious worker re-
garding stronger than national worker,
that many of them began to be illness
to run away from fight ,some of them
tried to escape to the Turkish army
other tried to distort their bodies and
wounding it, that man was shooting on
the palm of his right hand, claiming
he was shouted by the enemy, in addi-
tion for neglecting the duties of night
watch by doing some of them to kill
the officers®?.

IV. Conclusion

What was mentioned above that
ALJIHAD as an Islamic movement
announced by religious persons in
Turkey and Iraq had a tangible im-
pact, that made the leaders puzzling
in a time when Indian soldiers were
in great powers that made Britain rely
on them in complementing its colonial
project in occupying Iraq. Despite of
this ending results for war, the Turk-
ish army still seeing the massive losses
from English on the hand of Ottomans

and by putting the Turkish Embassy
against English graveyard in ALWA-
ZIRYA was a clear signal for the fail-
ure of Britain decision maker in India
and London that their task in Iraq will
be very easy.
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Bernardo mentioned here “that the
Muslim Indian soldiers began to be-
lieve the Turkish propaganda which is
said that the Iraq invasion means the
desecration of the holy soil”. So when
they were asked to fill their guns with
bullets they were resisted and remained
lying on the ground, till the British of-
ficers broken the swords on their soles
feet and convinced them that the San-
ity is best verse in the religion”?®.

The rebellion of the Muslim sol-
diers in the British army is a proof on
their faith of the AL-Jihad Invitation
which announced by the Ottoman Em-
pire, Because what they hear from the
Ottoman party is call of Allah AKB-
BAR when they began and completed
the fight.

Here we have to ask, was this pop-
ular battle affected on the morale of
Islamic Indian soldiers when issuing
these orders to fight ottmans in the fol-
lowing battles and did these publica-
tions that thrown by Ottomans to the
British for inciting Indians Muslims
against them a role in creating troubles
with the leaders of campaign and espe-
cially when Ottoman imposed a block-
ade in 7/12/1915 on the British in Ku-
wait for five months during it british
people suffered from scourge of block-
ade®, that what will be explained
through mentioning some publications
text and its impact on Indian soldiers
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and the attitude of the campaign cap-
tains and the Punitive measures that
had against them.

Indian soldiers were composing
more than three-quarter of Al-Kut
protector from Muslims and non Mus-
lims, that Ottomans exploited it for
their benefit by throwing the publica-
tions for them, requesting the killing
of English officers and runaway to Ot-
tomans forces ,it had written in many
languages in two types, one of them
was to Indian Muslims by motivating
them to stop fighting their brothers in
religion to escape from the hell, the
second one to the Indians publically
reminding them about the Injustice of
English and the Turkish efforts to gain
their independency®”, in the following
some of its affected quotations.

Dear Indians brothers you have
known very well that God created
this war to liberate the Indians from
the toughs English and many of them
follow our allies.... man while watch-
ing your low rank feeling uncomfort-
able.... you certainly heard about how
Lord KETSHNER escaped at night
with the British soldiers, while the In-
dians left behind and when the Indians
saw these incident, they killed their of-
ficers and followed the Turkish®".

Some publications included the fol-
lowing statements: “we find the Indian
soldiers leave the English people, did



(Preachers) cannot declare AL-
jihad only when it approved by the
infallible Imam or in case the Islamic
countries are attacked by unbeliev-
ers!”,

MOHAMMED HUSSEIN AL-
HABUBI, AL-SHEIKH ABD ALKA-
REM AL- JASARI and AL- SHEIKH
MOHAMMED JAWAD AL-JAWA-
HIR announced after a meeting with
the Clerics, notables, and tribal leaders
they decided they should participate
in the Muslim’s government to fight,
the unbelievers over the muslins coun-
tries!"®, Then AL-FRAWN AL-FTLA
LEADER said a speech “that the Turks
are our brothers in religious, we must
help them to fight the enemies of our
country”."”. After that, AL-SHEIKH
HAMED AL-KELDAR went to AL-
KUFA to meet with high religious au-
thorities. Such as MOHAMED KAH-
DEM AL-TBTABAI AL-EAZEDI to
discuss with him the matter of AL-
jihad, AL-EAZEDI agreed to send his
son MOHAMED on behalf of him to
mobilize the tribes to fight the occu-
pier®?, by this Britain failed to Prevent
clergy alliance with Turks®".

The Iraqi Tribes responded to call
of AL-Jihad against the Britons led by
their leaders and the leading clerics.
One the most prominent Mujahideen
in AL- Kadhimiya city was AL-SEAD
MAHDI AL-SAED HADER, ABD

ALKARED ALKELDAR, and AL-
SHEIKH MAHDI AL-KALASI. A big
crowd came out from AL-Najaf from
AL- Mujahideen led by AL-SEAD
MOHAMED SAED AL-HABUBI,
AL-SHEIKH ABDALRAZAK AL-
HALO and the participating of AL-
SAED MOAHSAN AL-HAKEM®»
and about 1500 from AL-Kurds Mu-
jahideen led by MAHMOOD AL-
HAKED®,

These forces of AL- Mujahideen
which her weapon is faith by Allah and
defense the Islamic religion Which
the Ottoman Empire is carry its ban-
ner Proven a consecutive capabilities
in popularity battles®® which happen
in (12 April 1915) in cooperation with
Turkish forces led by SULAMAN
ASKARI BAK in an attempt to foil the
Britani scheme to occupy Iraq®®. The
Ottman army and Mujahideen showed
rare courage in the battle came close
to terminated it for their favor, the re-
fused of the Muslim Indian soldiers
for the orders of their English officers
to fight Alottmanin®® had encourage
them. The officers of the campaign
described the Turkish soldier by said
“that the Turkish Anatolian stubborn
defensive fighter in the world“??. sol-
ider is.

He is skilled in digging and hiding
trenches it was impossible to leave it if
1000 of'the terrifying enemy down in it.

The impact of Ottoman —Iraqi Advisory Opinion (FATWA) Ag



ic world. Which was signed by 30 men
from the Senior of clerics and KHAIRI
AFANDI was in the forefront. Declar-
ing the following “that Britain, Russia
and France have enslaved Muslims
for a long time violating their sanctity.
Because it’s the basis of Islam, so that
Amirul Mu’mineen calling all Mus-
lims for jihad to defend about the tomb
of the Prophet and the Holy House,
Karbala, Najaf and the capital of the
Caliphate”(?.

In addition to these official data,
millions of publication were printed
periodicals in various languages and
distributed across the country like Ot-
toman and some of them in Egypt, Su-
dan, India, and Afghanistan.

There had been 16 million Mus-
lims in Egypt and Sudan,70 million in
India, 20 in Africa and 20 million in
Russia, some of these revolted against
their governments causing incalcula-
ble damage!'?.

The Ottoman empire worked to ap-
peal to the Clerics in Karbala, Najaf
and other sanity places.

Indian Forces response to Jihad
Movement

Al- Jihad movement was started

in Iraq on (9 November 1914) to at-

tack Englishmen at AL-Basra. After

the Iraqis realized the danger, and
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what will happen to them if the Brit-
ish dominated in Iraq. The results will
not respect the principles of the Is-
lamic faith. People of Basra appealed
to the holy shrines (Najaf, Karbala,
and Al- Kadhimiya) and various areas
of Iraq. By telegraphs they demanded
the holy jihad, some of it contained
“Al-Basra port, the unbelievers Which
are surrounded it. Everyone is under
the arms; we are afraid of the rest of
Muslims countries help us by order of
tribes to defense”!”.

This Telegraph was read in the
Mosques and markets. The Preach-
ers began to provoke people’s feel-
ings that if the Englishmen occupied
Iraq, they would destroy its mosques
and its holy shrines. They would burn
the holy Quran, violate the sanctity of
women and the will slay children and
the elderly. Meetings were held in holy
cities, such as Al-jahiliya, AL-SEAD
MAHDI, and AL-HADI announced to
go to the war field"®.

Al-Najaf city was received Iraqi
persons from Baghdad (MOHAMAD
FADEL AL-DAGESTANI, SHOKAT
BASH AND AL-SHEQ HAMED AL-
KELDAR), considering them as repre-
sentatives of the Ottoman government,
to speak with the Influential religious
references to obtain FATWA to declare
AL-Jihad against the British’s, which
it believes that the diligent.



Britain which was published by Percy
Cox who candidate by the president to
accompany the campaign for two rea-
sons:

1. His acknowledge of Basrah peo-
ple and he took office as a political
resident in Arab Gulf for 1904-1913.

2. He speak Arabic Language
which is considered a main key for
understanding in these cases as well as
his personal relations with the region’s
sheikhs who loyal to Britain and their
assurances that the biggest diligent
will not response to Turkey to declare
Jihad®.

The narcissistic Image that has been
portrayed by Percy Cox to British ad-
ministration is that its military forces
will achieve instant success on Iraqi
land, encouraged by the Indian gov-
ernment to implement its new scheme.
There for the Army troops landed at
the FAO on 6/11/19147), after that they
moved forces to Al-Basra city due to
the weakness of the Ottoman resis-
tance, and occupied until 22/12®), then
they moved on to AL-Qurna the stra-
tegic City which has been under their
control since 9/12/1914 ©,

From the point of British data, the
issue of Jihad was something unob-
served iew by the British government
perhaps to be effected by the presence
of occupation to disappear. The pres-

ence of the invasion started inside Al-
Basra rounding out with many risks
for steadfastness and persistence. The
Turkish army is known for their fight-
ing abilities'”, Ottomans had been ap-
proved for their fighting power in their
battles compared to others, its base-
ment was the defense of religion and
the sanctity of the holy places, which
is protected by their first Sultan.

What was feared by British admin-
istration took place, when the Ottoman
government heard about the British
occupation of Iraqi land, and an an-
nouncement about Jihad appeared, in
the Capital of Iraq. The disbelievers
were informed in three stages: the first
one on the seventh of November 1914
w hen KHAIRI AFANDI issued FAT-
WA stated that “Jihad was imposed on
all Muslims. Even if they were living
in the Ottoman country or a country
ruled by Britain, France, Russia, and
they all have to unite to resist these
three countries and refrain from assist-
ing them in their assault on the Otto-
man Empire”'V.

In November 11, the Sultan an-
nounced as he considered the succes-
sor of Muslims an address for the fleet
and the army encouraged them to war
to liberate Muslims for the defense of
the Ottoman Empire!'?. Two, finally
the third stage began in 23/11. While
issuing a statement for all of the Islam-
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limited education. Alsharistan indicat-
ed that “if the Arabs dealt with Indians
positively, maybe the number of them
joined the Moslem fighters was more”.
This treatment had influenced on the
attitudes of other Indian soldiers.

The work will study the situations
of Indian soldiers in British forces
and the impact of Ottoman and Iraqi
Fatwas on their moving to fight with
Ottoman and Moslem forces against
British army. The paper will base on
the British, Ottoman and Iraqi texts to
understand this crucial period of the
Iraq’s war".

The British Occupation and
Iraqi and Ottoman Response

When the colonial signs ,appeared
by occupy Iraq due to various eco-
nomic, political and strategy interests
and after World War (I) dated August
1914, Britain decided to send military
forces which are addressed to Bah-
rain for achieving its plan under the
pretext of protecting the oil fields, the
Iraq site which overlooks on the Ara-
bian Gulf is a part of a virtual Indian
way, regarding British empire’s means
of transportation. British military au-
thorities started to put military plans
to occupy southern Iraq before World
War (I) The officials of war in Otto-
man State did not aware of what Brit-
ain intend to do, therefore they did not
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care to fortify Iraq which is considered
a sub-war zones by Ottoman senior
leadership, the defense plan was done
by Ottoman band in Basra, volunteers
and Iraqi® clans that refused coalition
with any unarmed force against Otto-
man state.

The important goal of sending forc-
es is a moral effect of Arab sheikhs
while the oil sources protection was
a secondary thing among other things
for me® Lord (KRO) the minister of
India said in the memorandum ,writ-
ten on 19\10\1914 to King deputy
after issuing orders to the forces for
addressing to Iraq . The risk from Brit-
ish side is a Turkish power as a first
Islamic State which is effected on the
means transportation between Britain,
Iran, Afghanistan, East Arab Country
by Zubair, Basrah, Kuwait, Egypt,
Libya, Sudan, Morocco because of its
impact of Britain and allies countries,
represented the power in religious
feeling and what the peaceful feeling
can happen in India®,especially that
the majority of occupation soldiers
are Indians. Thus, Britain should not
rush to do anything to advocate Jihad
which might be explained as an attack
against Islam because it would arise
millions of Muslims to support AL-
Jihad® under British rule. The contact
between some Arab sheikhs in Basrah
was ready to call them to broadcast the
propaganda between their clans for



The impact of Ottoman -Iraqi

Advisory Opinion (FATWA)
on Indian Soldiers in British Army
during First World War / 1914

Erof. Dr. Nadheer J. Hussein®

Introduction

he role of the Indian soldiers
Twas very important in British
forces which invaded Iraq during the
British campaign during the first world
war. This contribution tries to inves-
tigate the impact of Shaikh Al-Islam,
Khairi Afandi, and Iraqi Ulema’ Fat-
was on the Indian soldiers attitude to-
wards the war,in addition to the change
of their relationship with Ottoman
forces and Iraqi Mujahidins (Fighters).
The number of Indian soldiers in Brit-
ish forces was approximately 30.000
soldiers and change of the attitudes of
many of them had influenced on the
course of the war at the beginning of
1914, particularly during the Shi’aiba
and Kut battles. Many of them had
moved to fight the British forces.

(*) University of Baghdad / College of Arts

The Iraqi sources have tacked the
change of the attitudes of Indian sol-
diers towers the Ottoman forces and
Iraqi fighter after the arrival of Fatwas
of Jihad against the British forces from
Istanbul and Najaf. The Iraqi religious
scholar, Hibat Aldin Al-Shahristani
had indicated to the situation in his
book’s “Asrar Al-Khaiba min Fath
alshi’aiba” (Disappointment secrets of
Shi’aiba Conquest). He had discussed
his efforts to call the Moslem Indians
who had came with British forces to
give up the British and joined to the
forces of Islam. At these battles, many
Indians soldiers joined to Mujahidins
after they knew that they were fight-
ing a Moslem people. But the Arab
tribes fighters did deal them negatively
because of their small knowledge and
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Iraqi front. Al-Hasani had regarded
Kut Al-Amara as one of Ottoman and
Iraqi victory which prepared the situa-
tion to found the Iraqi state. Al-Omari
and Faidhi were near to the war situa-
tions and later had witnessed its mili-
tary and political developments. Iraqi
writings did not focused on the histori-
cal and political events of the war, but
they concentrated on its strategic and
military importance, as Nadim did in
his publications.

The British forces had succeeded
finally to occupied Iraq, the Iraqi-Ot-
toman collaboration had obstacled the
British forces to arrive to Anatolia. The
Perception of Kut Al-Amara victory at
late April 1916, and the Dardanelles
victory at late 1915 were strategic key
victories of central powers against Al-
lied powers. The two victories delayed
the advance of Allied powers to the
Ottoman capital. The two battles had
great importance during the first two
years of the war.

Finally, the Iraqi writings on Ot-
toman period in general and Kut Al-
Amara in particular will add a new
imprint to the local history of Iraq and
its relationship with Ottoman state.
The study and translation of Iraqi con-
tributions into Turkish and English
languages will add a new information
of the events of the first war from the
Iraqi approach. The local details of the
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war, and the Iraqi-Ottoman coordina-
tion in Shaiba, Kut Al-Amara and up
to the end of the war in Iraqi front are
very important for historians and oth-
er specialists in Ottoman history for
comparing these details with the docu-
ments of Ottoman Archive and other
Turkish sources. The paper proved
that some details of the situations of
Ottoman leaders and soldiers in Iraqi
front were not clarified in Turkish or
British sources and documents and the
Iraqi local sources had add new ap-
proach for the war events in Iraq. Al-
wardi had ,for example, got important
facts and information on the war from
some Iraqi persons who participated in
the war or were living during the war
times. These oral narratives in early
Iraqi writings regarded as primary
sources of the 1% world war.
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of first world war in Iraqi front from
military perspective, had documented
the Kut Al-Amara battle in one of his
publications on “Harb Aliraq” (Iraqi
War 1914-1918). Nadim had traced
the development of war in Shi’iba and
Kut Al-Amara, and he indicated to the
lessons of the siege and battle and the
British mistake which led to Ottoman
victory. He indicated that the justifica-
tion of Tonshend to stay in Kut were
weak. Nadim had compared Town-
shend experience at Chitral in India,
and he want to repeat this experience
again in Iraq and expected to get quick
help from the British forces in Basra to
break down the siege, but is expecta-
tions were faults, and led to his defeat
and his troops in Kut Al-Amara®?,

The Iraqi academia had also inter-
ested in the battle of siege in Kut Al-
Amara. Many theses and dissertations
related to Iraqi history had documented
this victory. One of Iraqi theses in Mus-
tansirya university had studied “Kut in
the late Ottoman Era 1969-1917”. The
third chapter of the thesis focused on
the Kut Al-Amara siege and battle ac-
cording to Ottoman, British and Iraqi
sources. The work concentrated on the
Iraqi tribes and scholars collaboration
with Ottoman forces and the difficul-
ties and starvation of Kut population
due to the Ottoman siege®.
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Conclusion

The early Iraqi writings had dealt
with Kut Al-Amara as a city and loca-
tion of important battle between Otto-
man and British forces. The paper has
followed the early Iraqi writings about
Kut Al-Amara siege and Battle and its
impact on Iraqi later historiography.
The Kut victory was one of the great
lessons for Iraqis to resist the colonial
invasion. The Kut battle was compared
by Iraqi intellectuals and historians
with defeat at Shiaiba battle owing
to lack of good and skilled leadership
as Al-Shahristani pointed out in His
memoirs on the battle and comparison
between Suliaman Aski and Khalil Pa-
sha.

Most Iraqi early historiography de-
pended on Al-Wardi publication which
showed the details of war influences
on the formation of Iraqi modern so-
ciety. Al-Wardi contribution regarded
as one of pioneer publication on Iraq
during the late Ottoman period. The
other contributions, anyway, of Iraqi
officers , employees in Ottoman army
and administration added a new con-
temporary narratives on Kut battle.
These contributions are very important
for comparison with Turkish and Euro-
pean documents and sources.

Iraqi historians, as Al-Hasani, Al-
Omari and Faidhi, had added new Iraqi
imprint of the first world war event in



tance of Ottoman victory at Kut. But,
he did not detailed the development
of the siege and battle"”: In another
book entitled” Iraq at the periods of
Occupation and Mandate, Al-Hassani
discussed the road to Kut Al-Emara
battle. After the defeat of Shi’aba, ac-
cording to Al-Hassani, the Ottoman
forces withdrew to Kut Al-Amara and
the British trrops followed them to
complete the domination of Basra, Na-
sirya and Amara. General Townsend
appointed a leader of the 16™ division
of the British army in Iraq. He had ar-
rived to Basra at April 24, 1914, and
heard about withdrawal of Ottoman
forces to Kut Al-Amara. He decided
to follow them by land and river. Af-
ter some skirmishes with Ottoman
forces,the British troops arrived to
Amara after surrendering of its Mu-
tasarif (Governor), Halim Pasha, the
leader of Ottoman forces in the city
and 140 officers at June3,1915. The
Ottoman forces losses were 120 vic-
tims and injured, 1773 of imprisons,
in addition to 12 canons and 4 military
ships. The British Forces continued its
march to Nasirya,and occupied Suga-
Ishiyukh at July6, and Nasirya at July
25, their losses were 104 killed and 429
injurd, the Turkish losses were 1050
killed and injured and 915 imprisons,
in addition to 15 canons, 5 rifles and 3
small ships'®.

Raouf Al-Bahrani had indicated in
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his memoirs about the distribution of
Ottoman and Iraqi officers after they
completed six months of training. The
aim of this sixth army under leadership
of German General, Vonder Koledge
Pasha, is to defend of Iraq from any
Russian attack through the Iranian
frontiers'”.

One of the last early publication on
Kut is Tarikh Alkut of Adil Al-Bakri.
This book discussed “’the Kut suffer-
ing” in a chapter showed the different
narrative about the siege and battle and
its importance for the history of city.
He repeated the details which intro-
duced by Al-Wardi®”?. Al-Bakri had
discussed the differing of Iraqi histo-
rians about the name of Kut. Is it from
Amara, the Iraqi city in the south of
Iraq or from the meaning of buildings
which built by the Ottoman state in the
area or from the name of Tigris river
after its running in Gharaf area,or from
Rbi’a Rbi’a’s Emirate in Kut area. He
summed that the true name is Kut Al-
‘Amara, and supported his approach
by contemporary Arab, Turkish, Per-
sian and European sources ascertained
that the name deprived from Buidlings
of Ottoman’s or the name of Tigris riv-
er after Gharaf area®®").

The Iraqi officer, academic and
historian, Shukri Mahmoud Nadim
(1919-2012), who regarded as one of
Iraqi officers who wrote the history
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the impact suicide of the Ottoman
the leader of Ottoman army, Suliaman
Askari Beg at April 14, 1915. He had
criticized this suicide as unacceptable
action influenced on the morals of Ot-
toman army and Iraqi Mujahidinb.

Imam Mohammed Mahdi Al-Kha-
lisi (1888-1963), meanwile, had issued
his Fatwa to fight infidels at late Au-
gust 1915. The Iraqi newspaper, Sada
Alislam, had published the fatwa by 11
sections since August 30 up to Septem-
ber 10,1915. The Fatwa had supported
the fighting of Mujahidins in Shi’aba
and preceded the battle and siege of
Kut Al-Amara, and led to enhance
the Iraqi collaboration with Ottoman
forces. The Fatwa urged the Iraqis and
Moslems to fight the British invaders
who occupied the Iraqi and Moslem
lands. Al-Khalisi had also participated
in battles in south of Iraqg, in addition
to deliver the speeches to the fighters to
strong their morals in the war fields!'?.

Al-Khalisi Fatwa, along with oth-
er religious scholars in Kadhimiya,
Karbala and Najaf and Al-Shahristani
efforts had contributed to encourage
Iraqi tribes and people to fight against
the British infidels who invaded the
lands of Islam. The spreading of these
responses of Iraqi scholars to the de-
velopments of the 1% world war in Iraq
prevented the British forces to advance
easily in early battles from Basra to
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Baghdad. Although the British forces
had succeeded finally to occupied Iraq
,2the Iraqi-Ottoman collaboration had
obstacled the British forces to arrive
to Anatolia. The Perception of Kut Al-
Amara victory at late April 1916, and
the Dardanelles victory at late 1915
were strategic key victories of central
powers against Allied powers. The two
victories delayed the advance of Allied
powers to the Ottoman capital.

Other Iraqi Historians and partici-
pants in the war added some impor-
tant information on the Kut battle and
siege, Suliaman Fadhi, the Officer in
Ottoman army ,had introduced the de-
tails of Lawrence efforts to negotiate
with Ottoman leader Khalil Pasha, and
his attempt to convinced the Arab and
Iraqi officers to revolt against Otto-
mans, but Faidhi refused to cooperate
with Lawrence!'®. Another Iraqi offi-
cer, Tahsin Alj, talking on the situation
of the imprisons of British ship Gulnar
and the development of British forces
in Kut". Mohammed Amin Al-Omari
had indicated to the hard situations in
Kut during the development of Iraq
war®. Mohammed Tahir Al-Omari
Al-Mosli showed the battles between
the British and Ottoman forces in Kut
and the Ottoman success to achieve
the final victory®.

The Iraqi pioneer historian, Abdul-
razaq Al-Hasani, discussed the impor-



ing to use the meat of horses for their
troops. The misuse of foods led to lack
of reservation during the last days of
siege!”. Al-Wardi mention the story
of the British fighter Kawly who in-
sisted that the British army will do
victory at the end of war by their good
using of money. He discussed Ahmed
Helmi,Governor of Kut and Khalil Pa-
sha about his approach of war®.

The insistence of Khalil Pasha to
achieve the victory against the British
and refusing of any demands for with-
drawal from the battle helped to suc-
cess of Ottoman forces. Hibat Aldin
Al-Shahristani had compared this vic-
tory in Kut with “the disappointment”
in Shaiba Battle at the beginning of
British invasion of Iraq. Al-Shahristani
memoir is one of the contemporary
narratives on the Jihad (Fighting) of
the Iraqis and the Ottoman forces
against the British occupation of Basra
(1914-1915) at the beginning of the
first world war. This narrative deprives
from the book of the Iraqi religious
scholar (‘Alim), Hibatuddin Alshah-
ristani’s” Mai’rakat Alshi’iba Asrar
Alkhayba Min Fat’h Alshi’ayba”
(Alshi’iba Battle Secrets of Disap-
pointment of the Shi’ayba Conquest),
which he wrote in 1915 during the
military operations in the south of Iraq.
Hibatuddin Alshahristani (1884-1967)
was one of the religious scholars who
participated in the fighting in Basra
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and he was the coordinator between
the Ottoman forces and the Iraqi fight-
ers who came from all Iraqi cities to
resist the British invasion, especially
after the issue of Fatwa from Najef
to defend Iraq. The paper is, accord-
ing to this perception, a study of one
of Iraqi contemporary sources which
documented the events of Iraqi-Ot-
toman collaboration to defend one of
Arab and Islamic countries. The book
concluded important details about this
early period of the British occupation
of Traq®.

In a section entitled” the reasons of
disperses in Shi’iba Battle, Alsharistani
reviewed the reasons of “disappoint-
ment”: as misconduct of the Ottoman
commanders, false military map, for
besieging the Shi’iba,and the suicide
of Suliaman Askari Beg, which led
to end the fighters resistance and dis-
persing of Ottoman forces. In the last
sections on “our camp situation at the
end of war, he had compared between
the defeat of Shi’iba and the Ottoman
victory at Kut under the leadership of
Khalil Pasha on the British forces at
April 1916, and took approximately
20.000 as prisoners. He described also
the attitudes of Iraqi religious scholars,
Tribal Sheikhs and national leaders. Fi-
nally, he described the names of Iraqi
cities, towns and villages from Bagh-
dad to Basra"?. At the end of his man-
uscript, Alshahristani had discussed
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take over of food from the Kut citi-
zens by force. Twenshend got a Fatwa
from Indian religious authorities, Mos-
lem and Hindus, to permit for Indian
forces, which formed the majority of
British forces in Iraq, to eat the meat
of horses after exhausted of food in
British camp. He suffered of refusing
of applying of this Fatwa for refusing
of the Moslem and Hindus to response
to telegram without written religious
reference. But, he succeeded finally to
convinced most of them to eat horses
meat®.

Al-Wardi had showed the Otto-
man propaganda to ask Indian forces
to join the Ottoman forces by dropping
leaflet through military airplanes. The
Ottoman propaganda had implement-
ed some success to push the Indian
soldiers for refuse the instructions of
British headquarters, but the British
response for the refuse was harsh by
the military courts®.

Al-wardi had indicated to the pri-
vate life of Townshend during the
siege and his contacts with his friends
in India and great Britain, in addition
to his relation with his dog, and walk-
ing in the city street. He discussed the
failure of Towenshend to preserve the
food during the early days of siege.
The British forces in Emara,south
of Iraq, tried to send the British Ship
Gulnar to send food to British forces in
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Kut, but the Ottoman forces bombing
it and seized and imprisoned its staff.
Al-Wardi discussed also Thomas Ed-
ward Lawrence attempt to bribe Khalil
Pasha, the leader of Turkish forces, but
he failed to achieve his mission®.

The hard situations in Kut led
Twonshend after negotiated with Brit-
ish headquarter to ask Khalil Pasha
for negotiation for surrender. The Ot-
toman leader dealt with Twonshend
as a skill General and he had praised
Towenshend for his leadership and
defending of Kut although the great
difficulties. Khalil Pasha had refused
all the British lure to get money and
British guns to free the British forces.
Lawrence had failed again to convince
Khalil Pasha to free the British forces.
At April 29,1916, Towenshend ordered
his troops to destroy the guns of Brit-
ish forces in Kut. Towenshend sent to
Istanbul, and other forces which were
approximately 13.000 soldiers and of-
ficers sent to Anatolia. During their
march to Istanbul, 70% of British of-
ficers and 27% of Indians were died®.

Al-Wardi had discussed the suffer-
ing of Kut population during the siege
of getting foods, water and fuels, in ad-
dition to the danger of bombing which
used by the Ottoman side against the
British army in the city. The British
troops suffered from starvation after
the first weeks of the siege and oblig-



generation of Iraqi historians had cov-
ered the developments of war and its
impact on the future of Iraq. Kut Al-
Amara siege and battle had a central
concern in Iraqi historiography owing
to Iraqi sympathy to the Ottoman vic-
tory in Iraqi front. It is important to in-
dicate that most of the sources of the
paper had been written at the 1% decade
of 20™ century, but we used sometimes
late editions.

The Iraqi sociologist and historian,
Ali Al-Wardi (1913-1995), was one
of the first Iraqi academics at the uni-
versity of Baghdad who interested in
the events of the first world war and
its influence on Iraqi society in gen-
eral and the results of Kut Al-Amara
battle. One of important book of Al-
Wardi was “Lamahat Ichtima’ia Min
Tarikh Aliraq Alhadith” of 8 volumes,
which dealt with the development of
Iraqi society since the Ottoman period
up to the end of 1960s. Chapter 9 of
vol.4 discussed the social influence
of Kut siege. Al-Wardi had indicated
that the siege continued since early
December 1915 until late April 1916.
The siege had continued for 5 months
impacted on the Kut population and
the British forces there. The number
of Kut population was, according to
Al-Wardi,approximately 6000 at the
beginning of siege. Townshend, the
British leader, decided to dismissed
them from city, but Sir Percy Cox who
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was there at that time alarmed him ow-
ing to vegetative propaganda results
against Great Britain and the Allied
powers. Townshend has convinced of
Cox view but he regretted later after
they became economic burden on the
British forces in Kut(".

Sources had differentiated about
the starvation of Kut population. Al-
Wardi had pointed out, according to
Twonshend memoirs that the military
governor of Kut was providing food
for 600 persons who had not money to
get food, in addition to selling wheat
to another 3000. Al-Wardi indicated to
the differentiation of British officers
memoirs about the impact of siege
on the Iraqi population. The increase
of siege days led to more suffering of
Iraqis and British forces. The latter ac-
cused Iraqis of betrayal and collabora-
tion with Ottoman forces, many of Kut
population were condemned of execu-
tion for their relations with Ottoman
sources and moving the information
about the British forces situations in
Kut®.

Al-Wardi had analyzed the contra-
diction of British sources on the suf-
ferings of Kut population and their
attempt to leave the city at the late
days of the siege and increasing of Ot-
toman bombing on British forces. He
had indicated to the decreasing of food
in the city and British proceedings to
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ography. The book is regarded as one
of the first Iraqi publications which fo-
cused on the sociological aspect of the
battle through the reading of the Iraqi
and western historical texts. Alwardi
perspective was also considered in this
academic work. This work will try to
form an image of situations of siege ,
battle, Ottoman victory and the march-
ing of prisoners from Kut to Anatolia
according to Iraqi early sources, in ad-
dition to the comparison between the
Ottoman and British forces. It is in-
teresting to read the battle through the
Iraqi perception to be another image
of the battle, together with Ottoman
and British narratives. The book was
the first Iraqi attempt to use the texts
of history to study the Iraqi society.
Al-Wardi discussed the events of Kut
Al-Amara through several chapters
and showed an Iraqi perception of the
siege, battle and Kut populations re-
sponse. It is a sociological reading for
an historical event. Al-Wardi contribu-
tion on Kut Al-Amara represented a
socio-historical reading for this impor-
tant battle during the 1% world war.

The paper will follow also the first
Iraqi writings on Kut Al-Amara and its
impact on the next Iraqi historiography
which used these writings as origi-
nal sources of the Iraqi history dur-
ing the first world war. Some of these
writers, as Abdulrazaq Al-Hasani’s
(1903-1997) “Aliraq fi‘ahday alihtilal
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walintidab™ Iraq at the eras of Occu-
pation and Mandate,Abass Al-Azawi’s
”Tarikh aliraq bayna ihtilalyn” (Iraq’s
History between two Occupation),
were historians and cotemporary to
the events, and the others, as Sulia-
man Faidhi’s “Fi ghamrat alindhal”
(In the amid of Struggle), Muhammed
Amin Al-Umari’s “Harb aliraq” (Iraq’s
War), Muhammed Ra’uf Taha Al-shai-
khli’s Life stages, Ja’far Al-Askari’s
Memoirs, Tahsin Al-Askari’s Iraq war
and Taha Al-Hashimi’s Memoirs were
officers of officials in Ottoman institu-
tions. Most of them had written their
memoirs and recorded information
about the Iraq’s war in general, and
Kut Battle in particular. These Iraqi
early writings formed social, politi-
cal, military and economic image of
the Iraqi situations and the local popu-
lation of Kut reactions towards Otto-
mans and British.

The paper will be a historical sur-
vey of the early Iraqi writings on Kut
Al-Amara war through the Iraqi sourc-
es perspective.

II. Kut Al-Amara Battle in
Early Iraqi Writings:

Since the end of the first World
War, the Iraqi historians had interested
in the vents of this war which decid-
ed the fate of Iraqi nation and led to
rise its national state in 1921. The first



Kut Al-Amara War According to

Iraqi Historians

brof. Dr. Mahmoud A.M. Al-Qaysi"”

Introduction

ut Al-Amara battle and siege

(November 1915-April 1916)
is one of historical events which re-
garded as an prominent imprint of the
first world war in Iraq. The results of
this important event is still active of
Iraqi memory of the first world war.
The paper is an attempt to cover the
early Iraqi writings on the siege and
battle of Kut Al-Amara through of
first Iraqi generations of historians and
sociologists. The siege and battle rep-
resented a strategic victory of the Ot-
toman forces and Iraqi tribes in Iraq’s
front and delayed the collapse of otto-
man army in the Arab East. Although
the western and Turkish writings on
this event since the 1% half of the 20™
century, early Iraqi historians, sociolo-
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gists and intellectuals had dealt with
the Mesopotamian Campaign in gen-
eral, and the Ottoman victory at Kut
Al-Amara in particular. During ap-
proximately five months of the siege
and final battle, the Iraqi historians
and writers had covered the Ottoman-
British fighting and the Iraqi popula-
tion response.

One of the first Iraqi sociologi-
cal studies on Kut Al-Amara battle is
a 8 volume book of Iraqi sociologist,
Ali Al-wardi’s (1913-1995) “Lamahat
Ichtima’ya min Tarikh aliraq alhadith”
(Social Glimpses of Modern History
of Iraq), who studied the societal as-
pects of Kut Al-Amara battle and fol-
lowed its impact on Iraqi society at
that time and its echo in Iraqi histori-



by a long convoy of Ottoman soldiers,
headed by drums and when he ap-
proached the town, he was received by
locals Balhosat them joy and marks.
(Al-Wardy, 4/277).

Thus ended a difficult page of the
life of the people of Kut, but it did not
last long as the whole of Iraq under
British occupation took place after a
short period..
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the conditions of the besieged British
troops were ordered on the tenth of
April faced prolong the siege and or-
dering Townshend «take out all Kut
residents except for a few people, in-
cluding those who can take advantage
of them, “Townshend responded the
next day on a proposal to expel the
people of Kut “The issue of driving
residents out of Kut correct in theory
but impossible in practice, the num-
ber townspeople 6000,... and the Turk
was shooting on all Arabs as execution
signed their view him as he tries to get
out of Kut, “he explained”, that the
Turks were executed by firing squad
both wanted to escape from Kut, either
women and children they can not cross
the flooded areas because the roads
awash with water flooding( Townsh-
end, p.478-479), and even those who
tried to flee across the Tigris River
subjected either to fire the Ottoman
forces, injuring dozens of them, or that
portion of whom disappeared in the
midst of the dark or in the desert filled
swamps (Braddon, 2/119). He admit-
ted that he Townshend feed 3,500 Ar-
abs “and the rest, so they had food and
were able to patience to the siege” and
revealed that Arab residents began to
eat the flesh of horses and donkeys.

Townshend wrote to headquar-
ters that he would cut off livelihoods,
And heated up days on the Arabs in
and McCann enough for a day would

make him for two days, at the rate of
four ounces, at the rate of one hun-
dred grams of flour per person, but
pointed to the fact that once, “Do not
forget that reducing the daily liveli-
hoods to four ounces of flour per per-
son per day will increase cases of the
dead” (Townshend, p.485), any sense
that the share of the soldier became a
half-loaf of bread a day, and for this it
is no wonder if the besieged soldiers
to hunt crows and sparrows to benefit
from their meat trace, and most of that
it came to It is bid on remnants of the
dead and deceased patients to the scar-
city of materials because many paper
money and not for the people’s confi-
dence (Wilson .210).

On April 26 he had Townshend
to negotiate (Khalil Pasha), when he
did not stay with him nor crumb even
based in his negotiation, and the num-
ber of deaths daily soldiers to twenty
soldiers due to hunger (Townshend,
Pp.495-496), after all attempts to per-
suade the leader Khalil Pasha granting
two million pounds versus gone make
way for British forces to withdraw be-
sieged (Irland.41).

On April 29 at noon media rose
eggs on British troops lines in Kut, a
sign of surrender, after negotiations
failed, and greeted the people of Kut
officer Ottoman Col. your system and
is riding his horse and was succeeded
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mits Townshend that “the effect of the
blockade on the Arab population of
the town was pretty bad” (Townshend,
p-447). In this regard, one of the Brit-
ish officers, “The people of Kut who
looked emaciated and gloom horribly,
and they were dying in their hundreds
refers and he could hear the pleas of
beggars from adults and children ask-
ing for food and screaming are calls
for compassion” (Al-Wardy, 4/253).
On the other hand, the British soldiers
took advantage of the situation folks
posing paper currency on vendors
tablets bread and tobacco, (Braddon,
1/217), is no secret that Kut prosper-
ous agricultural area, therefore the
UAE hunger and need not look only at
the last of the siege stage as they are
enshrined in their homes grains, mo-
lasses, dates, dried foods and the black
market popular in the town. (Al-War-
dy, 4/253).

On the other hand, the British sol-
diers took advantage of the situation
folks posing paper currency on vendors
tablets bread and tobacco, (Braddon,
1/217), is no secret that Walcott pros-
perous agricultural area, therefore the
UAE hunger and need not look only at
the last of the siege stage as they are
enshrined in their homes grains, mo-
lasses, dates, dried foods and the black
market popular in the town (Al-Wardy,
4/253) .
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A new compressor, emerged as
the work of but a flood of the Tigris
and admitted that this flood of threats
and disturbing Risk In 15/16 March
flooded trenches first line (Townshend,
p-450.), And increased the conditions
of his soldiers worsened On 28 March,
there were 560 patients in the hospital
with dysentery, recognizes the deterio-
ration of the conditions of health for
people in town, too, indicates that he
began to fear for his soldiers from ris-
ing temperatures and the spread of ex-
patriate from the town diseases (Town-
shend, p.457), on the other hand, failed
to pay townspeople claims gold cur-
rencies instead of paper money, par-
ticularly since his locker empty , and
follow the approach Townshend very
arrogance in front of unarmed people
that the execution of one person to be
an example to others flee, and with
ease he is accusing him of spying for
the Ottomans (Townshend, p.462).

Townshend no longer on the sev-
enth of April able to adjust its forces
and people who have become “the
hubbub” in front of the artillery bom-
bardment of violent forces of the Otto-
man, as Townshend said in his memo-
ries, but that the Lord’s prices rose
significantly between Arabs ‘“choked
the people on rooftops to watch the
smoke bombs” (Townshend, p.468).

And in front of the deterioration of



3. The third period starting from
the 10" of March 1916 until April 29
(claim to surrender). Increased trag-
edies of the people of Kut more than
ever and no longer intolerable situa-
tion for the civilian population who are
helpless and turn what is happening on
the ground.

Townshend confessed that the re-
duction of the livelihood of its soldiers
to a minimum and limited their food
to bread and horse meat and feed In-
dian pieces flour and roasted barley
and margarine It recognizes in March
that seemed to, appeared clear to the
soldiers and the animals, and admit-
ted, despite this reduction, the remain-
der has to livelihoods is not enough
of his army, but to seventh from April
(Townshend, Pp.438-439). if this was
the case the British army, how was
the case with the people of Kut??? It
was worth mentioning that the Arabs
of Al-Kut and during the winter sea-
son, suffered from the spread of lice
among people when solving the spring
squeezed but spread replaced by fleas
and mosquitoes, flies, scorpions and
mother of four forty (Braddon, 1/239).

It seems that the Ottoman com-
manders in the field were aware of
what was reached by the case of the
besieged British troops and town’s
people, especially with the increasing
incidence of breakouts Indian soldiers

wrote (Khalil Pasha), the governor of
Baghdad and the commander of the
Sixth Army general and commander
of the forces of the Ottoman in Iraq,
a message on the 10" of March 1916
noted to Taunzind surrender, and in-
cluded words high spirit morale and
pride capabilities of his army and said,
“either you continue defending Kut,
either received for my forces that are
getting stronger day by day”, after that
of his fact situations besieged Brit-
ish troops and not to the possibility of
Elmer forces lift the siege from them,
and the deterioration living and health
conditions of those forces. (Town-
shned, p.440).

Townshend Remarkably realized
that forestry position especially af-
ter it was convinced that the morale
of his soldiers reached rock bottom
as “seized grief and despair to every-
one and increased off between Indian
soldiers, and took the Arab”. (Town-
shned, p.441).

On the twelfth of March, the mili-
tary governor ordered Townshend to
ask the people of Kut to sell the British
army besieged the amount of barley,
and follow Townshend style threats
and intimidation, and were struggling
barley required the troops inspect
homes and will punish the person who
“we found grain has strict punishment
grandfather” (Townshend, p.446), ad-
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lation, harnessed Arab workers in Kut
to work in the construction of a dam
to protect the town from flooding, the
problem is that those workers were
employed forced with British forces on
the other hand, the Ottoman artillery
flowing lava on British troops vigor-
ously strike those workers, and points
Townshend that occurred and the im-
pact of those fiery lava Ottoman Arabs
were severe. (Townshnd, p.413).

The German aircraft came as from
noon on 19/February flew over the
town of Kut and flowing lava as well,
as it flew twice on that day, killing
three people from the Arab population
(Townshend, p.422). Thus, the partici-
pation of military aircraft in cracking
down on And, if flew twice on that
day, killing three people from the Arab
population. (Townshnd, p.422).

Townshend also confessed that the
volume of artillery and aerial bom-
bardment bombing bardment of the
Ottoman increased, and led the shell-
ing Ottoman to “cut palm trees heads
and destroyed Arab homes amid clouds
of dirt and soft fragments, striking that
the people of Kut position marked by
indifference initially, to their belief that
the Ottoman’s bombardment killed the
unbelievers, therefore, they disrespect-
ed at the destruction of atheists, to be
removed one Arab homes and kill all its
inhabitants have changed their vision™.
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(Braddon, 1/210) and strongly since
the first of the month of March were
either artillery or air constantly grow-
ing Ottoman forces fire bombed the
town b (21) cannons and it flew three
German planes over Kut and dropped
some of the (40) bombs, for this start
Arabs Kut digging bunkers and pulled
their horses and mules of the exposed
lines and kept it in the narrow alleys
of the town. (Braddon 0.1/213-214),
and he went because of the bomb-
ing, a lot of the victims were women
and children (Townshnd, p.429). And
it blew up a number of houses in Kut
the Arabs were, killing six people and
wounding four, and was burieder the
rubble of sixteen other people and
raised the frightening hauling, as the
town mosque were wounded and two
were killed and removed the entrances
of the mosque (Braddon, 2/47).

And the Arabs did not survive Kut
of Townshend’s accusations, at the
night of 4-5 March, as Townshend
said in his memoirs, said three Arabs
from Noteh Almhilat (kind of boats)
passing river swmming, they told the
Turks about two swimmers who were
passing the river secret for the purpose
of escaping from Kut to the south and
the attempted, but did not succeed on
the ninth of March to end the block-
ade of exposure that plan (Townshnd,
Pp.424-431).



in Kut, “The Arabs who were in Kut
numbered (6000) people, we regarded
bad and evil and good for Turk. The
presence of the people are very dan-
gerous for us . So I have to be check-
ing a great part of the military police
to look after these Arab”. (Townshend,
p.397.).

It was not implemented from the
tyranny of British troops until the boat
makers who insult its employees as
they pay their strongly to the mud walls.
(Braddon, 1/224).

Arnold wilson refers, who became
the royal governor in Iraq, said that
after the battle of the end of February
1916, trying to give a negative im-
age of Arabs in Kut without talking
about the hunger and deprivation that
has befallen them caused by the loot-
ing of British troops by order of their
commander a Townshend all materi-
als of food and material living, and
denied them contact with the outside
world (Nadim, p.119), and his words
are clear about the miserable situation
in which Arab-led Muslim who taught
the Koran to respect the dead have
recourse to the taboo “that the Arabs
robbed the British dead and stripped
the wounded, and that with the dawn
of the morning was the Arabs on the
battlefield flooding human beings and
they begun looting, steeling even if it
had been their lives and what they were

to leave something... as they were ex-
tracting clothes and mantle buried with
the dead”. (Wilson, 1/245).

On the other hand due to the em-
bargo has reduced the employments
and living opportunities for the people
of Kut, so it is not surprising that de-
clining living standards for thousands
residents of Kut and admits he was
obliged end of January 1916, to feed
(in 2908) people from Kut’s popula-
tion, and the sum of his forces until he
became a total of It has a responsibil-
ity to feed them daily (13421) people.
(Townshend, p.402).

The British forces not only take
over the food supply for the people
of Kut, but also captured for cooking
fuel claimed British soldiers out doors,
wooden housing for the role, and this
raised the majority of Kut’s residents
more than ever, especially since the
winter was bitterly cold, (Braddon,
1/213). to the extent that the ice took
consists above the water surface (Brad-
don, 2/15) as raised their mod of what
British soldiers made whom had no
hesitation in the theft of all the wooden
sofa Arab cafes and burned for heat-
ing, as battalions of wood removed
from the windows and uprooted even
licorice from the ground to become the
only source of fuel (Braddon, 1/256).

The time came flooding Tigris add-
ing the new burden on Walcott’s popu-
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ligious passion, as it responded to the
second movement of Jihad, in addi-
tion to the effect of fatwas and visiting
clergy of the area. (Moussawi, p.171).

It seems that the British command-
er when he writes his memoirs, he for-
got an important thing that that period,
the period of the siege, was in the win-
ter time and temperatures are low and
the atmosphere is very cool and it is
difficult to swim in the Tigris River.
Not to blame because he wanted to
justify the growing number of deaths
of 1its soldiers and officers, which
reached for the period from 4/12/1915.
(Townshend, p.360) from 31/12-1915
to 10" March 1916).

Imposing continuation of the block-
ade on the British commander Town-
shend to take a package of measures
before the reduction in quantities of
livelihoods since taken action to give
the soldiers a half entitlements of daily
livelihoods. For this and more restric-
tions on the population for the benefit
of reassuring the daily sustenance of
soldiers, Townshend declared his or-
ders the confiscation of all food in
town, but military governor’s Town-
shend uggested buying the food of the
population, says in this regard, “and
being felt now that the duration of
blockade in Kut will be long designed
for the confiscation of all the nutrients
found in Kut... we found in the town of
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large quantities of grain... We searched
all the houses and house by house “and
went to the bad same style of Recog-
nizing “and we gave a reward to spies
whom were told us the segert stores of
grain and food because of the rich peo-
ple of Kut tried to hide food in them”.
(Townshend, p.380).

They had searched inside the mud
walls thick and found bags barley
paved which also found jars made of
clay and filled with grains and even
houses, flooring and under the wood
ceilings and were confiscating large
quantities and sent to the Supply De-
partment, and this infuriated the Arabs
of whom had not benefit their protests
(Braddon. 2/7.8).

Indeed, after finding large amounts
of grain and food hidden in the town
told him of Staff of leadership that
the food to last them four and eighty
days (Townshend, Pp.394-395). How-
ever, he tracked represented that how
to feed the locals (Townshend, p.390),
therefore Townshend confessed in his
memoirs the military ruler was fed
during this phase of the six hundred
people Kut residents because they do
not have the money to buy him food.

Again Townshend suspected of the
Arabs in Kut, says that to Aylmer, the
commander of British forces in south-
ern Iraq and his desperate attempts to
break the siege of the British forces



son 0.1/232-233), without having to
explain away the fact they are a result
of war conditions may have lost every-
thing and they want them survive even
illegitimate means in normal times, a
looked of suspicion and distrust of the
Arabs in Kut, such as he tried to link
some of the suffering of the people
of Kut and threw it on the Ottoman’s
forces, for example, was referring to
the snipers Ottomans throwing women
and children who went pm to the bank
of the river to take water, not only to
download this Ottoman forces it only
indicates that some of the Arabs Kut
Turk who bought them with money as
well as (Townshend, p.357).

The residents of Kut trapped have
suffered in order to get on the wa-
ter, from the river which was a place
of battlefield, and there were became
many victims, especially many wom-
en, since British forces prevented any-
one from approaching to water pump-
ing of the British forces the water for
fear of poisoning them in water. (Al-
Moussawi, Pp.171-172).

Again Townshend wanted to holds
the Arabs of Kut responsibility for
what happened to his surrounded
troops, accusing them of being cast
Turks, and his leadership place was
thrown bombs by the enemy who deals
with the bombing of its headquarters
the end of December 1915, he says,

and I quote, “was the enemy for the
duration of the siege aimed headquar-
ters bomb shot accurate uninterrupted
because the Arab town were cut off the
river pool at night to tell us shall be
transferred to the enemy” (Townsh-
end, p.359).

Again Townshend wanted that
holds Arabs of Kut responsibility for
what happened to the beleaguered
troops, accusing them of being cast
Turks on its headquarters, as it was
based subjected to throw bombs from
the enemy deals with the bombing of
its headquarters the end of December
1915, he says that, I quote: “the enemy
was throwing my place by bombing
without stopping because the Arabs
were passing river swimming for the
duration of the siege aimed headquar-
ters bomb shot that the Arabs of town
were cut off the river pool at night to
tell us shall be transferred to the en-
emy”. (Townshend, p.359).

It seems that Townshend taking
this impression about the Arabs, to
participate two strongest huge tribes
Rabia and Zabid in offensive battle
carried out by the Ottoman “s forces
on 24/December, where those two
tribes participated five hundred fight-
ers led by Amir Rabia (Al-Omari.32
to 73, citing; Al-Moussawi. p.170).
It seems that the loyalty of the people
of Kut, mostly, directed behind the re-

The tragedies of the people of Kut- Al-Amarah the period 1915 - 1916 siege K



(Townshend, p.346), and how much
was cooled heart when he wrote in his
memoirs literally: “Dve regretted my-
self, be Townshend cause 1 was flix-
able with Arabs whom”, “stressing that
imposed for those who kill or die in the
desert of the Arab traitors because they
didn’t deserve of mercy and compas-
sion”, (Townshend, p.346) and forgot

they were owners of the land.

2. On the other hand, He captured
two dozen people from the elders of
the town hostage to ensure the good
behavior of people.

3. He formed Military force the dis-
cipline of military police to maintain
the order in the town.

4. He decided to misuse Kut’s peo-
ple to forced work. to dig trenches and
roads construction.

5. He ordered to collect information
and data asset of subsistence items, in-
cluding life support materials are avail-
able in the town and that he realized
this facts. Indeed certainty that there is
enough of the food to the town»s resi-
dents, who are at five to six thousand
people for three months. (Townshend,
Pp.326-328).

6. Taunzind declared his orders on
the 5% of December for weapons in-
spections between Arabs (Townshend,
p.330).
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7. With the beginning of the siege
under the Townshend’s anxiety and
confusion in himself, he says that, be-
cause the Arabs were touch with the
Ottoman’s forces, “and this is the real-
ity to mention”, as it was worried that
the Arabs hid many guns underground,
so their dangers were hardly real, espe-
cially when Ottoman’s forces attacked
at night on the northern front, there-
fore took action very harsh that some
of the faces of the town was arrested
and declared that he will to execute the
population by shooting is less a ges-
ture of betrayal, not only do the pro-
cedure intimidating, but ordered the
trial of twelve Arab arrested and ac-
cused them of being cooperated with
the Ottoman’s forces issued a military
connect ordered death by executing to
be an example to others. (Townshend,
Pp.343-345).

Townshend increased his convic-
tion more by his doubts and fears of
the position of the Arabs in Kut, when
a truce or ceased fire announced on
January 21, 1916 after a fierce battle
pushed some express, divested Men
dead and wounded, even accused of
being baptized into the killing of the
wounded, and killed a number of those
who came from the British is the armed
forces who are waving white flags
to rescue their colleagues and stolen
men, and accused of greed in money
and love of loss of human life (Wil-



ous forms of torment and distributes, it
between the oppression of the British
forces, hunger, thirst, cold and daily
bombardment and destruction of their
homes, some of them did not succeed
to escape. we can divided the stages
which refer to the suffering of Kut’s
people into three periods or phases:-
The first period or phase (7/Decem-
ber/1915 until 21/January/1916).

The British leadership had con-
vinced that the Arabian tribes tend to
the victor (Bell. 101). After that pulled
out of British troops from Salman Pak
took, the tribes men get of weapons
and missions and plentiful, and rushed
commander Dagestani guidance Ot-
toman commander together with the
tribal forces to (Al-Souirah) to attack
the retreating British troops. (Al-War-
dy, vol.4, Pp.237-240).

This was one of the most important
reasons that motivated the British com-
mander Townsend doubted the loyalty
of the Arabs who were in Kut and wor-
ry of their presence in the city, and he
thought that they become “spies or as
“traitors”, for the Ottoman’s forces®,
by virtue of the religious factor, their
presence in Kut (Townshend, p.326;
Al--Wardy. p.252).

we must pointed out that there were
two large tribes in Kut: Zubyd and Ra-
beah were watching developments and
events. (Longrigg, p.143).

The strange matter that Mrs Bell
knew a lot about the Iraqi’s tribes and
their the extent of suffering during the
First World War and the extent bad eco-
nomic aspects, and they did not want
to indicate the reason for the loss of
her country’s troops to the real reasons
of the Arabian tribes, therefore she
said, that and I quote:- “These tribes
were directly related to the Turks, and
hovering around our camps, as swirl-
ing harbored sons: looting and killing
our wounded and deprived our dead,
of garments”, (Bell, p.101). forget-
ting poverty which brought them to
the siege of Kut, dropping from the
outside world by British pressure and
threats Ottoman.

So that the British commander
Townshend decided to take a package
of measures against the people of Kut:-

1. Expels the Residents of the city
of Kut, he was convinced by his vision
of military defense purely expel the
entire population of the town (Kut),
“but I canceled this matter after that”,
after the explanations of Percy Cox
who said that this procedure had a bad
political influence among the Arabs
who heard our propagandas including
“We came to rescue them from the in-
justices of the Turks®, in order that’s
forced that he had to cancel his order
and only the expulsion of all strang-
ers, including totaling 700-800 people
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What is the attitude of residents from
the Ottomans who were pounding the
city with artillery to revenge from the
English? What is the magnitude of the
suffering inflicted on the people? Can
it be described as a deliberate geno-
cide on the part of Englishmen who
thought at first to expel the population,
but they retracted their propaganda so
do not fail in Iraq, therefore hundreds
of people dead as a result of starvation.

All the time, the peoples suffer from
wars and disasters and the pains of the
tragedies and sufferings, as we men-
tion therefore in the First World War as
if in its second year and after the defeat
of British forces in(Salman Pak) battle
that began on 22" November, 1915, re-
treated to the town Kut on 25 Novem-
ber, the town, which was described by
Braddon that it consists of a market,
and many houses built by mud with-
in the narrow alleys, a mosque, there
were many farms of palms , groves of
citrus with a group of brick plants and
compared to the market and on the op-
posite side of the s river Tigris and, a
small village and Alcohol plants, there
are pressing wool and leather plants
(Braddon vol.1 /,p.p179-199).

In any case the pretreatment of
withdrawing process continued lasted
eight days and it seemed the siege of
the British forces by Ottoman forc-
es on the 7th of December 1915 and
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continued until the day of 29" April,
1916 where they surrendered of Brit-
ish’s forces besieged by the Ottoman’s
forces.

whenever Kut was represented
geographical peninsula has been be-
sieged on three sides and were ex-
posed daily to the bombing by. the
Ottoman’s troops and the exchange of
British leaders and Ottoman counts on
making the people of Kut under the
weight of war, was not a population
that day more than six thousand people
(Braddon, 1109).

In addition to the arrival of mili-
tary reinforcements of Ottomans s
commander was able to give to the
war a holy dimension as the union of
the Sunnis and Shiites in Iraq, so they
raised the flag of Haidari (relative to:
Ali), to be the manner against the cru-
saders War therefore (Mohamed Fad-
hel Pasha Al- Dagestani) could made a
great achievement, who was appointed
the commander of al- Mujahideen (be-
lievers), with the arrival of the German
commander Marshal Von der Goltz,
Von der Goltz, and in front of these de-
velopments have failed all attempts of
the British command to penetrate the
blockade (AL-Wardy, vol.4, Pp.221-
241).

The siege continued for five
months, reflected negatively on the
locals people whom had suftfered vari-



The tragedies of the people of Kut-
Al-Amarah the period 1915 - 1916

siege

brof. Dr. Usama Abdul Rahman Al-Duri®

Abstract

After the refraction of British forc-
es in the Battle of Salman Pak and its
withdrawal to Kut al-Amara began
Siege 2 / December 1915 and Astmraly
29/April/1916, or about five months.
Was suffering locals severe, and were
estimated six thousand people that day
and caused food shortages to the emer-
gence of wasting, hunger and depres-
sion on a large number of locals marks
was given to the poor soup of meat
mules and donkeys, and died, hun-
dreds of residents, and did not find the
pleas of beggars from adults and chil-
dren and their cry no mercy on the part
of Townshend and his officers.

Despite what has been written
about the siege of Kut of many books
and historical research, but we do not

(*)University of Baghdad / College of Arts

find where only minor signals about
what he did to the English. Tradition-
ally, that is searched in the battles and
wars for the victor and the vanquished
are often neglected humanitarian and
civilian side. And the General Plan
Townsend was based on the expulsion
of residents, for two important things
first is to get ri of the burden of their
livelihood, and the second conviction
that the people of Kut (traitors) and
they were bringing the news to the
“enemy”’, but the Sir Percy Cox from
taking this step to conflict with the de-
clared goals British campaign.

The research aims to find out sev-
eral things including, the position of
the people of Kut from the British oc-
cupiers? And how General a Townsh-
end nd his soldiers treated residents?
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